Lesson Planning Form: Writing To the President of the United States

Federal Definition of EL/CIVICS:

An education program that emphasizes contextualized instruction on the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, naturalization procedures, civic participation, and U.S. history and government to help students acquire the skills and knowledge to become active informed parents, workers, and community members.

	Topic/Title 
	Writing a letter to the President of the United States

	NRS Level: (Beg. Literacy, Low Beg., High Beg, Low Intermediate, High Intermediate, Advanced)
	High Beginning CASAS Listening 191-200

	EL/Civics Objective: (What the student will know and be able to do)
	The student will be able to identify a personal issue of governmental concern and write the President a letter stating their opinion.

	Competencies:  (CASAS or MELT in competency section of CS document)


	5.1.6

Communicate one’s opinions on a current issue



	Language Standards: (Listening, speaking, reading, writing, pronunciation, and grammar; found in the CS document under the tab CS by level or CS by skill)

	Following a model, write a simple paragraph on a single topic (W) 
Spell words phonetically (W)

Subordinate conjunctions (G)

Read short simplified paragraphs on a single topic with familiar vocabulary (R)
Syllable stress of new vocabulary (P)

Express likes and dislikes (S)

	Procedures:

· Motivation: 
(Introduction that creates learner interest for the 
lesson)
· Presentation:  
(Introduction of the competency, language standards and other skills)
· Practice:  

(Learners use the new language through controlled activities)
· Application: 

(Learners use the new language for their own real reasons)
· Evaluation: 
(Activity that aligns with the objectives to determine learner progress)


	Agenda and objective for today are posted on the board

Motivation:

Show a picture of the president and ask the class; who is this man? If you could talk to or write to the president what would you like to share? Teacher writes ideas on the board. Would you ever consider writing the head of the government in your country a letter? Explain the connection in the USA to the first amendment “Freedom of Speech”

Show students a letter and an envelope.

Ask: What are these?

Today we will….. refer to the agenda on the board

Presentation / Practice:

Show students authentic examples of letters from immigrants to the president. In pairs ask students to write the five in blue highlighted sentences in their notebooks as examples of issues for writing the president.  After each issue they will add because….then they will add the yellow highlighted reason from the letter to make a complete sentence. As they are doing this they will also make sure they know the meaning of the sentences by using a dictionary. New vocabulary is written on the board including definitions. Teacher practices pronunciation of the new words through choral repetition.

Example on the board:  1. I want to stop the war because it cost too much money.

Student then in pairs add two of their own issues and reasons using the conjunction “because” to make a complete sentence.

Teach 6 main parts of the letter (heading, inside address, salutation, body, closing, signature) Use handout for this.

Teach 3 main parts of the envelope (address, return address, stamp)

Teacher demonstrates writing a letter and addressing an envelope using the example of “I want to stop the war because it cost too much money.”

Application:

In pairs students write a similar letter to the president using the issues they came up with in pairs and address envelopes. Teacher reviews the letters, pairs correct mistakes if needed

Evaluation:

Students write their own individual letter to the President and address the envelope/ Teacher mails letters.

In learning log students record what they learned today.



	Other: (Cultural, workplace, metacognitive skills, and technology standards; found in CS document and each area has a tab.)

	Meta-cognitive Skills: Learners will evaluate their own learning

Cultural: Rights and responsibilities of Citizenship

Workplace skills: Start each class with an agenda on the board

	Possible Materials:  (Texts, authentic materials, video etc.)

	Authentic letters to the president: Highlight in blue the reasons for writing the letters. http://www.letters2president.org/letters/465-letters-to-the-new-president
http://www.letters2president.org/letters/9035-help-young-immigrants-to-a-brighter-future
Business Letter Format: http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/home/
Type in: business letter format

Picture of the president: http://www.australia.to/images/stories/3News/obama1.jpg
Business letter format model

White House address: 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Washington,  DC 20500

Envelopes, paper and stamps


