If You Don't Become An Inspector…

You May Become a Conductor
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These are simple tests that can be done in less than 5 minutes to ensure your safety and that of your fellow workers. Be an inspector, not a conductor.

1.
Checking the tool
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Before starting your inspection, physically disconnect the tool and cords from the power source. Carefully inspect the tool and the cord visually to find any physical damage that may prove hazardous, such as missing ground prong.

If the ground is continuous the indicating light will come on. This tells the inspector that if the tool short circuits, electric current fault will be safely carried away from the tool operator.

Appropriately marked double insulated tools do not have a grounding prong and are double insulated to protect the operator.
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2.
Checking the extension cord

3.
Checking the source

Next, ensure that there is no break in the wire between the metal case of the tool and the grounding prong on the plug. This is known as checking continuity. Do this by using a continuity tester, a device available in a hardware store or electrical supply house.





The alligator clip of the continuity tester is connected to the grounding prong. The opposite end is touched against the metal part of the tool. 
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If you are using an extension cord inspect it for physical damage and continuity using the methods described above. Remember, be sure the cord is not plugged in.
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When checking the source you, as the inspector, need to ensure that the wiring is correct. This is accomplished with a circuit tester. This simple device, when plugged into an outlet, visually tells the inspector that the wiring concealed behind the panel has been installed properly. Circuit testers are available at hardware stores and electrical supply houses.
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