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September 7, 2018

Prince Georges County Council

c/o Ms. Redis Floyd

Clerk of the Council

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

Re: 
CB-015-2018 

Subdivision Regulations of Prince George’s County

Dear Ms. Floyd and Council Members,

I am the Chairman of the Maryland State Board of Examiners for Landscape Architects and it has been brought to my attention that Prince George’s County is proposing new Subdivision Regulation language that potentially restricts the practice of Landscape Architecture as defined by the State of Maryland Regulations for Landscape Architects. 

I have been contacted by several licensed landscape architects who have experience in preparing Preliminary Plans in Prince George’s County and other counties.  I support them in their request to add Licensed Landscape Architects to the list of qualified professionals that can sign and seal Preliminary Plans.

The preparation of a Preliminary Plan is multidisciplinary effort and landscape architects are very well qualified to coordinate between disciplines.  Additionally, there are aspects of a preliminary plan that can be performed by landscape architects, surveyors and professional engineers. In other words, these are overlapping practice skills and abilities by all three professions.  Professional Surveyors are not the only licensed profession qualified to prepare a Preliminary Plan.

The practice of Landscape Architecture in the State of Maryland includes the following extracted paragraphs from the State of Maryland Regulations for Landscape Architects – 

Title 9, Business Occupation and Professions, Annotated Code of Maryland:

“Practice Landscape Architecture” includes:

(ii) Development of graphic, written, digital and other appropriate criteria to govern the planning and design of land development and construction programs, including:

1. Preparation, review, and analysis of master plans, site plans and land development plans.

Additionally, The State Board for Professional Land Surveyors met this week and they are in support of amending the subdivision language to add Landscape Architects to list of qualitied professionals and they also recommended adding Professional Engineers as follows.  
The language that the Surveyors Board recommended instead of the first sentence in 

24-2502 (2) (A):
“The subdivider shall present to the Planning Department a reproducible preliminary plan prepared by a LICENSED PROFESSIONAL LAND surveyor, A PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER, OR A LICENSED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. “  

(The Chairman of the Surveyor’s Board is Mr. John Metee, Cell - 410-688-1385 or email - jmettee@karinsengineering.com).

To conclude, I respectfully request that Licensed Landscape Architects be added to the list of qualified professionals that can sign and seal Preliminary Plans in Prince George’s County.

Thank you very much and I appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely, 
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Christopher Schein, PLA, ASLA

Chairman State Board of Examiners for Landscape Architecture
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