MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2008
The Thursday, April 24, 2008 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 3:10 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold Dansicker; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Michelle Martin, Administrative Assistant.  (Commissioner Stanley J. Botts arrived at a later point when the meeting was in progress.)
COMMISSIONER ARNOLD “ARNIE” DANSICKER

Chairman Norman introduced Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker, who was appointed to the Maryland State Athletic Commission effective April 1, 2008 by Governor Martin O’Malley.  Chairman Norman noted that Commissioner Dansicker maintains long-standing ties to the boxing industry in the State of Maryland, having promoted professional boxing shows in the Baltimore area in the past.  Chairman Norman and his fellow Commission members welcomed Commissioner Dansicker.
Commissioner Dansicker stated that he was honored to be appointed as a member 

of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, and that he looked forward to 

working to make a productive contribution in his role as a Commission member. 
APPROVAL OF MARCH 27, 2008 COMMISSION MINUTES

The March 27, 2008 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed. Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the March 27, 2008 Minutes of the Commission.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING SHOWS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to additional professional wrestling shows currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland in the months of May, July and August of 2008.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:
Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, May 31, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick / Eastern Wrestling Alliance (ECW)

Tall Cedars Hall - Parkville, Maryland;

Professional Wrestling Show 

Sunday, July 27, 2008 - 7:30 p.m.

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW)


North Point Flea Market - Dundalk, Maryland; and
Professional Wrestling Show 

Sunday, August 23, 2008 - 7:30 p.m.

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / National Wrestling League (NWL)


The Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland. 

REVIEW OF APRIL 3, 2008 “PRO-AM” BOXING SHOW
Chairman Norman led a review of the April 3, 2008 “pro-am” boxing show which was promoted by Michael J. Wagner of Ballroom Boxing and held at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie.   

2008 U.S. INTERNATIONAL KUO SHU CHAMPIONSHIPS
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with an overview of a meeting which Executive Director Pannella and Mr. Spizler recently held with representatives of the United States Kuo Shu Federation.  Mr. Spizler explained that the United States Kuo Shu Federation was seeking assurances from the Commission that relevant portions of the 2008 U.S. International Kuo Shu Championships, to be held on July 25 - 27, 2008 in Hunt Valley, Maryland, would not require Commission sanctioning and regulation.  Mr. Spizler noted that this tournament will include full contact amateur fighting contests in the martial arts disciplines of Shuai Jiao fighting (Chinese-style wrestling) and Lei Tai fighting (Chinese-style kickboxing).
Senior Assistant Attorney General reported that, at the direction of the Commission, he and Executive Director Pannella conducted extensive research into the matter and determined that the United States Kuo Shu Federation is both a “nationally recognized” and an “internationally recognized” amateur kickboxing and amateur wrestling organization.  Mr. Spizler explained that, per Maryland law, amateur boxing, kickboxing, or wrestling conducted under the supervision of a national recognized amateur organization is exempted from Commission regulation.

Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) that the United States Kuo Shu Federation is a nationally recognized amateur kickboxing and amateur wrestling organization authorized to supervise full contact amateur fighting contests in the martial arts disciplines of Shuai Jiao fighting (Chinese-style wrestling) and Lei Tai fighting (Chinese-style kickboxing), including supervising the full contact fighting contests scheduled as a part of the 2008 U.S. International Kuo Shu Championships to be held on July 25 - 27, 2008 in Hunt Valley, Maryland.

MARYLAND STATE FEATHERWEIGHT TITLE BOUT
Executive Director Pannella reported that the “Maryland State Featherweight Title” bout between Tyrell Samuel of Baltimore, Maryland and Thomas Snow of Capital Heights, Maryland, which originally was scheduled to be held as a part of a “pro-am” boxing show on April 3, 2008 at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland, is now scheduled to be held as a part of a professional boxing show on May 3, 2008 at the District Heights Municipal Center in District Heights, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella explained that the Commission cancelled the April 3, 2008 bout between Mr. Samuel and Mr. Snow because Mr. Snow had rubbed an unapproved substance on a large portion of his body during the hour or hours immediately preceding his bout, a substance which can cause severe eye irritation and which was absorbed into Mr. Snow’s skin.  

Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve of Tyrell Samuel and Thomas Snow competing for the “Maryland State Featherweight Title” in a ten-round bout scheduled to be held as the main event for a professional boxing show on May 3, 2008 at the District Heights Municipal Center in District Heights, Maryland. 

ASSOCIATION OF BOXING COMMISSIONS 

YEAR 2008 CONFERENCE
Executive Director Pannella announced that the Year 2008 Conference of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) will be held from July 1 - 5, 2008 

at the Delta Montreal Hotel in Montreal, Canada.  Mr. Pannella (an ABC Regional Director) stated that he, Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler, Chairman of the ABC Legal Committee, and the Commission’s Chief Physician John W. Stiller, M.D. are attending the meeting and are each scheduled to give a presentation to the ABC membership.

Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with an overview of the ABC Year 2008 Conference agenda.

PROPOSED BOUTS - MAY 3, 2008 BOXING SHOW
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with a current list of the proposed bouts for the professional boxing show scheduled to be held on May 3, 2008 at the District Heights Municipal Center in District Heights, Maryland and promoted by Gene Molovinsky of Keystone Boxing. 
PROPOSED BOUTS - MAY 3, 2008 BOXING SHOW
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with a report in regard to a proposed ten-round bout between Richard Stewart and Willie Williams scheduled as a part of a June 13, 2008 professional boxing show at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland and promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0, with Chairman Norman no longer present) to approve of Richard Stewart and Willie Williams competing in a ten-round bout scheduled to be held on June 13, 2008 as part of a professional boxing show at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland. 

WELCOME BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY J. BOTTS
Commissioner Stanley J. Botts, Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing in the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR), welcomed Commissioner Dansicker to the DLLR team.
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING PRACTICE SESSIONS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to “practice sessions” which are currently occurring at professional wrestling schools or gyms in the State of Maryland.
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler opined that, while the sparring of boxers in a boxing gym is equivalent to wrestlers practicing their maneuvers in a wrestling school, the Commission should be clear in defining the differences between a wrestling “practice session” (which would not require Commission regulation and and sanctioning) and a wrestling “show” (which would require Commission regulation and sanctioning).

Chairman Norman opined that a wrestling “practice session” is used as a “dress rehearsal” to prepare individuals who are training at a professional wrestling school or gym for what they will later experience when participating in matches as licensed professional wrestlers.

Chairman Norman recommended that the Commission prepare a list of criteria and procedures for a professional wrestling “practice session” which must be adhered to to distinguish it from a wrestling contest; and the Commission instructed Executive Director Pannella to prepare a draft for Commission approval.
REVIEW OF APRIL 18, 2008 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Commissioner Moore and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the April 18, 2008 professional boxing show which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing and held at the Pikesville Armory in Pikesville. 

Commissioner Moore opined that the Commission maintains an outstanding group of physicians who provide a “unique perspective” in advising a Commission referee when to stop a bout due to a medical concern pertaining to a competing boxer.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a motion by Commissioner Moore, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to enter into an Executive Session at 5:01 p.m. to consult with Counsel regarding a legal interpretation of the the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution and the testing of boxers and kickboxers by the Commission for controlled dangerous substances.  The Executive Session ended at 5:22 p.m..
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, May 29, 2008 at 2:30 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Moore, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn the meeting at 5:54 p.m..
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