MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  TUESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2010
The Thursday, August 31, 2010 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:09 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Michelle Martin, Administrative Assistant. 

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT 

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to a Commission-approved professional boxing event which was scheduled to be held on August 28, 2010 at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore.  Mr. Pannella reported that the promoter of the event, Prize Fight Promotions, LLC, is desirous of postponing the event until September 17, 2010 for logistical reasons and to increase ticket sales.  Mr. Pannella noted that the August 28, 2010 boxing event was proposed to be taped to be televised on the Fox Sports Network, and that the September 17, 2010 boxing event is not scheduled to be taped for television.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following boxing event:


Professional Boxing Event


Friday, September 17, 2010 - 8:00 p.m. 

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Prize Fight Promotions, LLC.
APPROVAL AND CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Executive Director reported that the September 6, 2010 professional wrestling 

event, scheduled to be held at the Ocean City Convention Center in Ocean 

City, Maryland and promoted by Event Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., has been cancelled by the promoter.

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:

1.
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, November 28, 2010 - 5:00 p.m.

Wicomico Youth and Civic Center - Salisbury, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 

World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. t/a WWE; and 
2.
Professional Wrestling Event

Wednesday, December 29, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.

First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 

World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. t/a WWE. 
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events: 

1. Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, September 10, 2010 - 8:00 p.m.
Della Roses Avenue Tavern

8153 Honeygo Boulevard
White Marsh, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe,
t/a Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
2. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, October 9, 2010 - 7:30 p.m.
Joppatowne Plaza Flea Market

1000 Joppa Farm Road

Joppa, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, 

t/a Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW); 

3.
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, October 22, 2010 - 7:30 p.m.

Annapolis Boys and Girls Club

121 South Villa Avenue

Annapolis, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, 

t/a American Championship Wrestling (ACW); and
4.
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, November 19, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.

Columbian Center

335 North Ritchie Highway

Severna Park, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, 

t/a United States Wrestling (USW).

PAYMENT OF “BOXING AND WRESTLING TAX” AND BOXERS’ INSURANCE FOR APRIL 2, 2010 PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Chairman Norman reported that TKO Boxing Promotions, LLC, the promoter for 

the April 2, 2010 professional boxing event held at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in 

Glen Burnie, Maryland, paid both the “Boxing and Wrestling Tax” and boxers’ 

insurance for this event via Michael J. Wagner, the designated promoter’s 

representative for TKO Boxing Promotions, LLC, on August 19, 2010.
COMMISSION CORRESPONDENCE SENT TO ALL PROMOTERS
Chairman Norman provided the Commission with the following report in regard to
Commission correspondence, dated August 12, 2010, which was sent via U.S. mail to each licensed or recently licensed promoter to reiterate certain regulatory procedures regarding a promoter’s statutory duties and to advise promoters of a new policy adopted by the Commission.  

State law requires that the promoter of a Commission-sanctioned boxing, kickboxing, MMA or wrestling event (or its duly-appointed representative), as well as the ticket agent (if the ticket agent is someone other than the promoter), must meet with a Commission representative to account for all tickets sold for the contest, via the reconciliation of a ticket manifest, immediately after the event has ended (COMAR 09.14.09.10).  If, for whatever reason, there is not a reconciliation of the ticket manifest at the venue immediately after the event has ended, the promoter must, by the close of the next business day, contact the Commission’s Executive Director to schedule a meeting in the Office of the Commission (500 North Calvert Street, Room 304, Baltimore, Maryland  21202); and such a meeting between the Executive Director and the promoter in the Office of the Commission must take place within 72 hours (three business days) after the day of the event in question.  

When the ticket manifest for an event is being reconciled (whether at the venue immediately following the event or within 72 hours thereafter), the promoter must present to the Commission either:  (1) a financial statement prepared by the ticket agent; or (2) a ticket manifest prepared by the printing company which printed the tickets on behalf of the promoter.  If the latter, the promoter must present to the Commission all unused tickets and not ticket stubs. 

From this point forward, the Commission will require every promoter to strictly adhere to these regulatory procedures.  Non-compliance may result in disciplinary action including, but not limited to, the imposition of a fine (not exceeding $5,000.00) and/or the suspension or revocation of the promoter’s license.

The Commission has further determined that it will not consider approving a request for the Commission’s sanctioning of an event unless both of the promoter’s surety bonds (i.e., “Expense” bond and “Boxing and Wrestling Tax” bond) are in full force and effect for a period of not less than 30 days following the date of the proposed event.  This policy will be applicable even if a promoter’s license expires prior to an event for which the promoter is seeking the Commission’s sanction.

The Commission has also further determined that, if a promoter is requesting the Commission’s sanctioning of an event on a date taking place beyond the expiration date of the license currently maintained by the promoter, the promoter must renew his or her license in a timely manner.  The failure of a promoter to do so may result in the Commission withdrawing its sanctioning of the event.

ANTONIO MARGARITO HEARING
CALIFORNIA STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with an 

overview of the formal hearing held on August 18, 2010 by the California State 
Athletic Commission regarding whether the California State Athletic Commission 

should re-issue a boxing license for professional boxer Antonio Margarito after 

Mr. Margarito attempted to compete in his professional boxing bout versus 
Shane Mosley on January 24, 2009 in Los Angeles, California with a hardening 

plaster of paris substance in his hand wraps which constituted “loaded” gloves.

Mr. Spizler reported that the original revocation of Mr. Margarito’s license by the California State Athletic Commission was premised upon a finding of “strict liability” regarding the attempt to compete with “loaded gloves”; i.e., in the absence of a definitive finding that Mr. Margarito knew, or did not know, that his hand wraps had been adulterated. 

At the conclusion of the August 18, 2010 hearing regarding Mr. Margarito’s application for a boxer’s license approximately 18 months after his boxer’s license had been revoked by the California State Athletic Commission, after considering the testimony and evidence presented, as well as the arguments of Mr. Margarito’s counsel and the presenter of evidence’s arguments, the California State Athletic Commission denied Mr. Margarito’s application, noting that it would not consider a similar application for a period of one year.  During its open deliberations, one member of the California State Athletic Commission noted that, while a boxer may be able to delegate “authority” to his trainer to wrap his hands, the boxer cannot delegate “responsibility” for the nature, and content, of the hand wraps he or she will wear in the ring.

Finally, Mr. Spizler noted the following:  Prior to the August 18, 2010 hearing before the California State Athletic Commission, while Mr. Margarito’s boxer’s license was revoked and in the absence of Mr. Margarito being licensed to box in any other jurisdiction within the United States, Bob Arum of Top Rank, Inc. (Mr. Margarito’s promoter) held a press conference publically announcing that Mr. Margarito would be fighting Manny Pacquiao in November of 2010.

MMA, LLC PROMOTER FEE
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that MMA, LLC, the certified 

MMA registry for the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC), currently 

charges promoters $50.00 per MMA event to place relevant MMA contestant 

information pertaining to a MMA event on the MMA, LLC website --

mixedmartialarts.com.  Mr. Spizler stated that, at the Year 2010 ABC Convention 

held last month, the ABC membership voted to approve of a request by MMA, LLC 

to raise the fee which MMA, LLC charges to promoters effective on July 1, 2011. 
Mr. Spizler noted that MMA, LLC requested the raise of its fee because MMA, 
LLC is not receiving the required $50.00 fee payment from every promoter for 
every MMA event being sanctioned and regulated by ABC-member commissions 
as was previously agreed upon between MMA, LLC and the ABC.
Executive Director explained that, at the Year 2010 ABC Convention, he urged the 

ABC membership to vote to keep the promoter fee charged by MMA, LLC at 

$50.00, but to take unified action in some way as an organization to require all 

ABC-member commissions to assist MMA, LLC in procuring its $50.00 fee 

payment from every promoter for every MMA event being sanctioned and regulated 

by ABC-member commissions.

PROPOSED BOUTS FOR SEPTEMBER 10, 2010
PRO-AM BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with an update in regard to the professional boxing bouts submitted and proposed by the promoter and matchmaker for the September 10, 2010 pro-am boxing event promoted by John J. Rallo trading as Bangtime Boxing and scheduled to be held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.

PROPOSED BOUTS FOR SEPTEMBER 17, 2010
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with an update in regard to the professional boxing bouts submitted and proposed by the promoter and matchmaker for the September 17, 2010 professional boxing event promoted by Prize Fight Promotions, LLC and scheduled to be held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.

Mr. Pannella reported that the proposed main event for the September 17, 2010 professional boxing event is Julius Kennedy of Baltimore, Maryland versus Jessie Nicklow of Severn, Maryland competing for the “Maryland State Middleweight Title”.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Kennedy maintains a professional boxing record of 7-1-0 with three wins by knockout, and that Mr. Nicklow maintains a professional boxing record of 20-2-2 with seven wins by knockout.  Mr. Pannella further opined that the Kennedy-Nicklow bout promises to be very competitive and is worthy of being a bout for a Maryland State title.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve ratification of the September 17, 2010 ten-round bout between Julius Kennedy of Baltimore, Maryland and Jessie Nicklow of Severn, Maryland for the “Maryland State Middleweight Title”.
REVIEW OF JULY 31, 2010
PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the July 31, 2010 professional MMA event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith, Jr. trading as Cage Time and held at the Ocean City Convention Center in Ocean City, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the MMA event included seven professional MMA bouts encompassing 21 scheduled rounds of professional MMA competition.  
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, September 30, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:47 p.m..
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