MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  TUESDAY, JULY 27, 2010
The Tuesday, July 27, 2010 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:30 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Michelle Martin, Administrative Assistant. 
ROBERT “BOBBY” MAGRUDER
Executive Director Pannella reported that Robert “Bobby” Magruder, trading as Bobby Magruder Productions, recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional boxing events in the State of Maryland.  

Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey interviewed 

Mr. Magruder.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Magruder, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to renew the license of Robert “Bobby” Magruder as a promoter.
JOHN J. RALLO, III
Executive Director Pannella reported that John J. Rallo, III, trading as both Shogun Fights and Bangtime Boxing, recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional boxing events and professional mixed martial arts (MMA) events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey interviewed Mr. Rallo.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Rallo, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to renew the license of John J. Rallo, III as a promoter.
APPROVAL/CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENTS 

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional boxing events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Executive Director reported that the August 27, 2010 pro-am boxing event, 

scheduled to be held at Rosecroft Raceway in Ft. Washington, Maryland and promoted by Gene Molovinsky t/a Keystone Boxing, has been cancelled by the promoter.

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following boxing events:


Professional Boxing Event


Saturday, August 28, 2010 - 8:00 p.m.
(Televised Taping for Fox Sports Network) 

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Prize Fight Promotions, LLC;
Professional Boxing Event


Friday, September 10, 2010 - 8:00 p.m. 

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III t/a Bang Time Boxing; and
Professional Boxing Event


Saturday, November 6, 2010 - 8:00 p.m.
Waldorf Jaycees Community Center - Waldorf, Maryland.
Promoter:  Robert “Bobby” Magruder t/a Bobby Magruder Productions.

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional mixed martial arts (MMA) events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.    
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional MMA event:


Professional MMA Event


Saturday, July 31, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.


Ocean City Convention Center - Ocean City, Maryland


Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith t/a Cage Time.

Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with an update in regard to the professional MMA bouts submitted and proposed by the promoter and matchmaker for the July 31, 2010 professional MMA event promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith t/a Cage Time and scheduled to be held at the Ocean City Convention Center in Ocean City, Maryland.

APPROVAL AND CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Mr. Pannella reported that the August 27, 2010 professional wrestling 

event, scheduled to be held at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore City, Maryland

and promoted by Event Services, Inc., a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of World 
Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., has been cancelled by the promoter.
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner 
Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following 
professional wrestling events: 
1. Professional Wrestling Event
Sunday, August 8, 2010 - 3:00 p.m.
Tall Cedars Hall

2501 Putty Hill Avenue

Parkville, Maryland
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, 

t/a Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA); 
2. Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, September 24, 2010 - 8:00 p.m.
Tall Cedars Hall

2501 Putty Hill Avenue

Parkville, Maryland
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, 

t/a Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA);
3. Professional Wrestling Event
Monday, September 6, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.
Ocean City Convention Center - Ocean City, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 
World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. t/a WWE; and
4. Professional Wrestling Event
Tuesday, September 7, 2010 - 6:45 p.m.
(“Smackdown” Televised Taping)
First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 
World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. t/a WWE; and
5. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, August 28, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.
Elks Lodge # 2266
878 Stevenson Road
Severn, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, 

t/a American Championship Wrestling (ACW).
2010 ABC CONFERENCE
Executive Director Pannella presented a review of the 2010 Annual Conference of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) which was held from July 17 - 22, 2010 at the Royal Sonesta Hotel in New Orleans, Louisiana.  Mr. Pannella, who serves as the ABC Region One Director, attended the conference, as did John W. Stiller, M.D., the Commission’s Chief Physician.  Mr. Pannella reported that there were many informative presentations and discussions pertaining to various boxing and MMA matters.
Mr. Pannella noted that among the topics discussed were:  
· A committee report presented by the ABC MMA Database Committee which emphasized the need for either a promoter or a commission to utilize the MMA, LLC (Mixedmartialarts.com) database for every MMA event so that MMA bout results and MMA contestants’ suspensions can be properly entered and displayed for public viewing. 
· A report presented by the MMA, LLC record keeper which included the ideal process for a commission to utilize the Mixedmartialarts.com database, a performance review of the database by attending commission representatives, and the need for either a promoter or commission to pay to utilize the database for every MMA event; this process is to be utilized so that MMA, LLC can manage its administrative costs without having to increase its utilization charges. 

· A presentation made by Mr. Pannella which called for ABC member 

commissions to be more consistent and efficient in transferring boxers’ 

and MMA contestants’ medical documents from commission to commission, 

and which culminated in the ABC membership’s approval of the 
“Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Uniform Procedures for 

Requesting and Forwarding Medical Examinations and Test Results”. 

· A progress report presented by Dr. Stiller regarding the “Chronic Traumatic 

Brain Injury (CTBI) study which is being conducted on boxers at boxing 

weigh-in activities held in the State of Maryland in association with the 

Commission.
· A presentation made by Dr. Stiller regarding the effects and use of the CAT 

scan for boxing contestants and MMA contestants.

· A discussion regarding amateur mixed martial arts, culminating in the ABC 

membership’s approval to create an ABC committee responsible for drafting 
unified rules for amateur MMA to be presented at the Year 2011 ABC Conference.
· A presentation made by Bernie Profato, Executive Director of the Ohio State 

Athletic Commission, regarding recommended medical testing of boxing officials and MMA officials.

· A presentation made by Dr. Sheryl Wulkan, M.D. of the New Jersey Athletic 

Control Board regarding the appropriate pre-bout medical examinations for 

both amateur and professional MMA contestants, and which culminated in 
the ABC membership’s approval to create an ABC Medical Advisory 
Committee for Boxing and MMA. 

Mr. Pannella, who served as the Chairperson for the ABC Year 2010 Conference Silent Auction, reported that the ABC raised $4,927.00 through this year’s silent auction.  Mr. Pannella explained the all funds raised from the silent auction are earmarked to support ABC-sponsored activities.
Mr. Pannella reported that the ABC membership agreed to hold the Year 2011 ABC Conference in Washington, D.C. at the Washington Court Hotel from August 1 - 3, 2011.
COMMISSION PER DIEM EMPLOYEES

Executive Director Pannella reported that the Commission recently was granted the authority to increase its staff roster of judges, inspectors, referees and physicians who are employed by the Commission to work at Commission-sanctioned boxing, kickboxing, MMA and wrestling events.  Mr. Pannella noted that the Commission placed a special emphasis on hiring MMA referees and MMA judges, and was successful in hiring a highly competent staff to officiate professional MMA events. Mr. Pannella noted that, while the Commission increased its staff of per diem employees, there were no additional costs attendant to the State of Maryland because the number of Commission employees working at each Commission-sanctioned event has not changed.
MMA JUDGE WORKING AS WEBSITE MMA REPORTER

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion as to whether it is 
appropriate, and whether it is a conflict of interest, for an individual who works as a 
judge of professional MMA bouts to also work as a reporter for an MMA internet 
website.  Mr. Pannella described a scenario where an MMA judge, working in an 
unpaid capacity for a MMA internet website, interviews MMA contestants for 
website articles and gives opinions about these MMA contestant’s performances 
and abilities in these website articles.

The Commission determined that the appearance of a potential conflict of interest 

would prevent the Commission from utilizing the services of a judge who works as 

a reporter or journalist for an MMA internet website.
REVIEW OF JUNE 17, 2010
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the June 17, 2010 professional boxing event which was promoted by John J. Rallo, III, trading as Bang Time Boxing, and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included six professional boxing bouts

encompassing 26 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition.  
REVIEW OF JUNE 19, 2010
PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the June 19, 2010 professional MMA event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith, Jr., trading as Cage Time, and held at the Ocean City Convention Center in Ocean City, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the MMA event included seven professional MMA bouts
encompassing 21 scheduled rounds of professional MMA competition.  
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, August 31, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Norman, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:40 p.m..
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