Board of Barbers

          Minutes
           March 12, 2012

A meeting of the State Board of Barbers was held on Monday, March 12, 2012 in the 2nd floor conference room, the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation Building, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD  21202.  The following individuals were in attendance:

Mr. Lawrence Avara, Sr., Industry Member, President

Mr. Marvin T. Lee, Industry Member, Treasurer

Mr. Derick Ausby, Sr., Industry Member, Secretary 

Mr. Guy Flynn, Consumer Member 

Ms. Alberta Fisher, Industry Member 

Mr. Harry S. White, Industry Member

Also in attendance:

Mr. Robert Wood, Executive Director

Mr. Brian Logan, Assistant Executive Director

Ms. Sloane Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Special Guests in attendance:

Mr. & Mrs. John O. Gatton, Sr.

Meeting Called to Order

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Avara at 9:40 AM

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Flynn to approve the agenda; Ms. Fisher seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda.

Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Lee to approve the minutes of the December 12, 2011 meeting; Mr. White seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes.

New Business

Informal Conference – Oscar Sanders – Conviction

An informal conference was held for Mr. Oscar Sanders, who is applying for an apprentice barber registration. On his application, Mr. Sanders disclosed a previous conviction. Mr. Jesse Rogers McCaskill, who is Mr. Sanders sponsor, attended the informal conference along with Mr. Sanders in support of Mr. Sanders’ application for an apprentice barber registration being approved by the Board. Board member Marvin T. Lee recused himself from the informal proceedings, citing a possible conflict of interest. During the informal conference, Mr. Sanders explained the events attendant to the conviction to the Board’s satisfaction.  After conducting deliberations, the Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Sanders’ for registration as an apprentice barbers; and noted that both Mr. Sanders and his sponsor would have to attend the required orientation prior to the issuance of the barber apprentice registration.

Informal Conference – Marcus Carter- Conviction 
An informal conference was held for Mr. Marcus Carter in regard to his disclosure of a previous conviction on his application for a renewal of his apprentice barber registration.   Mr. Ronald McDuffie, who is Mr. Carter’s sponsor, was in attendance in support of Mr. Carter. Mr. Carter explained the events attendant to his conviction.  After conducting deliberations, the Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Carter’s application for a renewal of his barber apprentice registration.

Informal Conference – Michael Baker - Conviction
An informal conference was held for Mr. Michael Baker in regard to his disclosure of a previous conviction on his Barber apprentice application.  Mr. Baker apologetically explained why his sponsor was not in attendance at today’s proceeding; and he explained the events attendant to the conviction to the Board’s satisfaction. After conducting deliberations, the Board unanimously voted to approve Mr. Baker’s apprentice application with the condition that, respectively, he and his sponsor attend the mandatory apprentice and sponsor orientations.

Informal Conference – Eric Emory – Conviction

An informal conference was held for Mr. Eric Emory in regard to his disclosure of a previous conviction on his Barber apprentice application. Mr. Terry Shackelford, who is Mr. Emory’s sponsor, attended the meeting along with Mr. Emory in support of Mr. Emory being approved by the Board. Mr. Emory explained the events attendant to the conviction to the Board’s satisfaction.  After conducting deliberations, the Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Emory’s application for an apprentice barbers registration; and noted that both Mr. Emory and his sponsor would have to attend the required orientation prior to the issuance of the barber apprentice registration.

Informal Conference- Donald Jackson-Conviction

An informal conference was held for Mr. Donald Jackson in regard to his disclosure of a previous conviction on his Barber apprentice application.  Mr. Jackson explained why his sponsor was not in attendance at today’s proceeding; and he was able to explain the events attendant to the conviction to the Board’s satisfaction. After conducting deliberations, the Board unanimously voted to approve Mr. Jackson’s apprentice application noting that Mr. Jackson had already attended the very first apprentice orientation with his sponsor.
Informal Conference - Maynard Martin - 3rd Apprentice Restart 

An informal conference was held for Mr. Maynard Martin, who is applying for a third re-start as an apprentice barber. Mr. Martin appeared at today’s conference with his prior sponsor, Mr. Anthony Barnes, who would still continue to train him. Although Mr. Martin was able to explain that, on one of the two previous occasions, he was unable to complete the apprentice program due to an illness, Mr. Martin was unable to provide substantiating documentation (doctors notes or medical records) to support his claim. Therefore, the Board directed that, Mr. Martin appear before the Board at its next meeting with documentation of his illness. The Board noted that it was not denying Mr. Martin’s application at this time; instead, the Board would consider his application incomplete until the Board has a chance to review the relevant documentation. 
Rodrigue Vital, D.L.L.R.

Mr. Rodrigue Vital, of the Division of Work Force and Adult Learning, Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation, addressed the Board regarding the Division of Work Force and Adult Learning; specifically, its outreach activities to the Board’s licensees and the community. First, Mr. Vital explained the history and purpose of his office. Pursuant to Executive Order 01.01.2008.18, the Governor issued a directive regarding efforts to integrate “new Americans” into our society. Pursuant to the Executive Order, a council was established; and, after meetings held in 2008 and 2009, the council developed a report which, among other things, established Mr. Vital’s office and position.

Mr. Vital first came into contact with the Board when a business owner sought out his office for assistance; and Mr. Vital, responding to the business owner’s concerns, contacted the Board’s Assistant Executive Director, Mr. Logan. 

Mr. Vital explained to the Board that he wished to serve as a “guide” for the “new Americans” community without creating a divide; noting that an immigrant society is not fully informed as to how to access government services. Mr. Vitale stated that he is appearing at today’s meeting to: (1) make the Board aware of the existence of his Office; (2) to learn of the Board’s concerns regarding compliance with its laws and regulations by the “new American” communities; and to let the “new American” communities know that the Board is not here to punish but, instead, to provide its licensees, and potential licensees, with an understanding of the law and compliance with it. 

Settlement Conferences

Assistant Executive Director Brian Logan advised the Board that the first two Settlement Conferences for the Barber Board were held on January 30, 2012 and February 27, 2012. Board member Marvin T. Lee presided over the conferences on January 30th; and Board members Marvin T. Lee and Derrick Ausby presided over the conferences on February 27th. As a result, on January 30, 2012, there were 18 disciplinary actions taken and $3,850.00 in fines levied; and, on February 27th, there were 9 disciplinary actions taken and $3,750.00 in fines levied. 

Mr. Logan provided the Board members with the schedules for the next 8 settlement conferences and invited other Board members to participate. Board President Lawrence Avara suggested that one or more Board members try to attend the settlement conference; however, the Board may consider delegating the authority of the settlement conferences to the Board’s staff, together with an Assistant Attorney General from its Litigation Section, in the future if Board members are unable to attend. 

Apprentice and Sponsor Mandatory Orientation

Assistant Executive Director Brian Logan advised the Board that the regulations providing for a mandatory orientation for apprentices and their sponsors became effective on February 6, 2012. Mr. Logan explained that these regulations require: (1) an individual desirous of being registered as an apprentice attend an orientation given by the Board prior to becoming registered; and (2) a licensee desirous of serving as the sponsor of an apprentice attend a one-time mandatory orientation program.

Board President Mr. Avara advised that he attended the first orientation; and he opinioned that more individuals now will be held accountable for not effectively completing the program. 
Prometric Workshop

Executive Director Robert Wood advised the Board that he has been in contact with Mr. Andy Parker, Client Representative with Prometric, the vendor contracted by the State to administer the Board’s examination. Mr. Wood was advised that the vendor is still using the 2000 and 2004 edition of the Milady textbook; and that their company wanted to update the exam with questions which reference the 2008 to 2012 edition of the Milady textbook. Mr. Wood further advised that Prometric would like to hold a workshop to determine if there is a need to modify any of the test questions on the Board’s examination. The workshop will be comprised of three subject matter experts. Mr. Wood advised the Board that they need to appoint the experts; however, the President of the Board would be exempt from participating the review, considering that he is the owner of a barber school.

Additional Board Meeting 

Board President Mr. Avara advised the Board that he would like to schedule an additional Board meeting date in April, noting that a previous applicant, who appeared at today’s meeting, will be submitting additional information in regard to his application. Mr. Avara also advised that he has become aware that there is the need to expeditiously conduct a formal hearing which cannot wait until the next scheduled meeting on June 11th. Mr. Avara suggested that the Board schedule a meeting for April 30th, and that the room in which the meeting / hearing will be held is available on that date. The Board unanimously agreed to schedule an additional meeting date for April 30th.

Recognition of Former Board President Mr. John O. Gatton, Sr.

Mr. John O. Gatton, Sr. appeared at today’s meeting, with his wife, to be recognized for his commitment and outstanding service as Board President with the State Board of Barbers. Mr. Gatton received acknowledgments from both the Governor and the Secretary of the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulations commending him for his valued contribution and service to the industry for 50 years. 
Adjournment 

There being no further business, at 1:30 p.m., a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Ausby; seconded by Mr. Lee; and the motion passed unanimously.

Approved by: 
 ________________________________________ 



Lawrence Avara



President

