Board of Cosmetologists

Minutes

October 5, 2009
A meeting of the State Board of Cosmetologists was held on Monday, October 5, 2009, in the 2nd floor conference room, The Shilling Building, 500 N Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.

The following members were in attendance:

Ms. Marie Wallace, Chairperson, Consumer Member

Ms. Maxine Sisserman, School Owner Member

Ms. Clairee Britt-Cockrum, Industry Member

Ms. Carmel Owens, Industry Member

Ms. Sharon Bunch, Consumer Member

Mr. Phillip Mazza, Industry Member

Not in Attendance:

Ms. Ellen Trujillo, Industry Member

Also in attendance:

Ms. Sloane Kinstler, Senior Assistant Attorney General

Mr. Robert Wood, Executive Director 

Mr. Brian Logan, Assistant Executive Director

Ms. Erlene Curtis, Acting Board Secretary

Meeting was called to order

The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m. by Chair Marie Wallace
Approval of Agenda
A motion was made by Ms. Cockrum and seconded by Ms. Owens to approve the agenda; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.
Minutes
A motion was made by Mr. Mazza to approve the minutes from the September 14, 2009 meeting with corrections.  Ms. Owens seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.

Informal Conference – Conviction – Linda Mason
An informal conference was held for Ms. Linda Mason who is applying for an apprentice beauty culture license in light of her disclosure of a previous criminal conviction.  After Ms. Mason explained her conviction to the Board’s satisfaction, the Board voted unanimously to approve Ms. Mason’s apprenticeship application.
Informal Conference – Waiver Request – Dennis Barnes

An informal conference was held for Mr. Dennis Barnes who, is applying for a cosmetologists license by endorsement from Pennsylvania but cannot provide the proof of 6 months work experience to qualify for licensure in Maryland. Mr. Barnes did present a letter from his accountant verifying he has been preparing his clients tax returns for 30 years and that his client owned and operated a salon in Pennsylvania. After holding deliberations the Board voted unanimously to grant licensure to Mr. Barnes.

Informal Conference – Qualification of Training – Avril Perrera

An informal conference was held for Ms. Avril Perrera who is currently an apprentice nail technician. Ms. Perrera is requesting to forgo her training and qualify to take the exam based on her foreign training and experience. After reviewing her documentation the Board advised Ms. Perrera that she can qualify to take the exam by completing her apprentice training or she can resubmit her foreign training noting that the Board would need proof of the number of hours or training in order for the Board to make a determination.

Med-Spa Inquiry – Karen Hurley

Ms. Karen Hurley, a licensed Esthetician and a medical business professional appeared before the Board requesting insight on how the Board is getting input in regard to its most recent discussion on Medi-Spa. Ms. Hurley also questioned who would regulate and what other departments would be involved. The board explained to Ms. Hurley that there is no reference to the term “Medi-Spa” under the Board’s statutes; and while the board does not have jurisdiction over the Spa itself because it is not a licensed salon, the Board has been discussing permitted services of its licensee’s inside the Spa and services being provided inside the licensed salon which are regulated by the Board. Although as to date the Board has not made a final determination as to the services being provided, Ms. Hurley was informed that should /when the Board makes any determination as to possible regulations, the public will have a chance to respond. 

Formal Hearing– Lanyce M. Oldham- Funk Hair Salon – COSM090258

A formal Hearing was held for Lanyce Oldham (Respondent- Complaint COSM090258), who is the owner for Funk Hair Salon located in Baltimore, Maryland. The complaint was in reference to violations cited by the Board Inspector for allegedly operating an unlicensed salon and having unlicensed persons in the salon at the time of inspection. Although an individual signed the return for certified mail evidencing the receipt of notice time, date, location and subject matter of a hearing before the Board, the Respondent failed to appear for the hearing. Assistant Attorney General Hope Sachs was Presenter of Evidence. After reviewing the evidence and conducting its deliberations, the Board concluded that the Respondent had violated the statutory and regulatory provisions as alleged. Accordingly, the Board imposed a fine of $1000.00 and ordered that the Respondents apprentice registration that is now expired, be flagged so that she may not obtain a future license unless she appears before the Board.  In addition the Board further ordered that the Board’s staff contact the local zoning authority to advise that the salon is operating without a salon owner’s permit and that the Board’s staff issue a Cease and Desist letter to the owner to cease operating and providing services.
Formal Hearing- Charlene Price- Impression- COSM080355

Assistant Executive Director Brian Logan advised that the Formal Hearing scheduled has been canceled when the salon owner entered into a Consent Order in which the Respondent admitted to the violation as charged, and the Board and the Respondent mutually agreed upon the penalties imposed. 
Informal Conference – Reporting of Apprenticeship Hours – Janelle Wright

An Informal conference was scheduled last month for Ms. Janelle Wright, Owner of Clinton Cut N Curl, located in Clinton, Maryland. Ms. Wright failed to appear for the informal conference in September and the Board directed that the file be forwarded for pre-charge for a formal hearing. Subsequently Ms Wright contacted the Board’s staff and with approval from the Board Chairperson was rescheduled for today’s informal conference.

The Board requested Ms. Wright to appear in regard to an apprentice who had previously requested the Board to credit training reports which had not been submitted in a timely fashion. Ms. Wright explained that she was unaware of the Regulations in regard to timely submission of apprentice training reports. After explaining to the satisfaction of the Board the reasons for the absence of the timely submittal of the apprenticeship training reports, and Ms. Wright’s assurances of the timely submittal of future apprentice reports, the Board decided that the matter has been resolved. The purpose of the informal conference was to educate the senior cosmetologists of her responsibility to submit timely reports to verify the hours of apprentices whom she supervised.  The Board did not alter its decision with regard to the apprentice not receiving credit.  However, the Board will not sanction Ms. Wright.    

Informal Hearing – Laurie Bobb/Annapolis Styling Group
An informal conference was held for Ms. Laurie Bobb who is listed as the owner of the salon, Annapolis Styling Group located in Annapolis, Maryland.  The conference was a result of an inspection made by a Board Inspector in which the Inspector observed operators providing service with an expired license posted. Ms. Bobb explained that she did renew her license timely but it was mailed back to the Board’s office by the Post Office.  Ms. Bobb believed the Nail Technician was a separate entity and not aware their licenses were contingent upon her shop. After the Board explained to the owner her responsibilities and noting that both licenses are currently valid, the Board decided that the issue is resolved.
Informal Hearing – Cynthia Walston – Signature Hair Design

An informal conference was held for Ms. Cynthia Walston who is listed as the owner of Signature Hair Design located in Salisbury, Maryland. The conference was a result of an inspection made by a Board Inspector in which the Inspector observed accumulation of hair on the floor, scissors, brushes and combs left on a work station, and rollers on the floor in an open box. Ms. Walston advised that she rents booths in her salon.  Ms. Tony Parker, a cosmetologists and booth renter appeared with Ms. Walston and explained it was her station that was untidy. Ms. Parker explained that there are times when she leaves at the end of the day and is unable to clean her work station. Ms. Parker further explained that she is aware of the Salon Rules and Regulations and she will start to adhere to all rules without any reservation.  The Board offered some encouragement to the tenant advising her that her actions or inactions as a Cosmetologist reflects on the Shop Owner and the industry and all measurements should be taken to keep the Shop sanitary at all times.
Informal Hearing – Jennifer Shelton Haller – Jordyn Kameryn Hair Studio
An informal conference was held for Mrs. Jennifer Haller who is listed as the owner of Jordyn Kameryn Hair Studio in Eldersburg, Maryland. The conference was a result of an inspection made by a Board Inspector in which the Inspector observed that the residential salon failed to have a separate entrance for its patrons. Ms. Haller appeared with her husband and advised that the violation has been corrected by placing a partition which separates the entrance from the rest of the residence. After deliberating, the Board ordered that the salon be re-inspected and if the Inspector verifies that the violation has been corrected then no further action shall be taken and the Board will consider the issue as resolved. 
Conduct Disclosure
Senior Assistant Attorney General, Susan Cherry and Executive Director Robert Wood presented to the Board proposed changes in the review and approval of individuals applying for licensure who disclose in the affirmative a conduct question on applications. The suggested revisions were as follows:

1. Convictions will still be reviewed by the complaint panel and the recommendations of the panel will be provided at the Board’s meetings in form of a report (Noting that the specifics about the applicant will be withheld).

2. License applications who divulge that they have had a prior Maryland license Revoked will no longer be grounds for an automatic Formal Hearing; rather it will be the discretion of the complaint panel to recommend approval noting the length of time since the revocation as a factor in the determination.
3. With reference to Conviction disclosure only, Board staff will schedule with at least 4 Board members to schedule an extra Hearing day (presumably in November) to hold only hearings in regard to Approval or Denial of an application based on disclosure of a previous conviction.
4. Conviction Formal Hearings will no longer have a presenter from the Office of the Attorney General’s but rather Board staff or its counsel will submit relevant documents into evidence. Noting that as the applicant for licensure, it is the applicant who has the burden of establishing, by a preponderance of the evidence, their entitlement for a license. 
Informal Conference Lanette Jackson/Prosperity Hair & Beauty 

An informal conference was held for Ms. Lanette Jackson who is listed as the owner of Prosperity Hair & Beauty located in Glen Burnie, Maryland. The conference was a result of an inspection conducted by a Board inspector who observed that the salon was open on the day of inspection without a valid salon permit posted. Ms. Jackson advised that she did apply on line but was given inadequate information by the Board’s staff in regard to getting zoning approval which caused the delay in the issuance of her owner’s permit. Ms. Jackson did advise that she received the permit days after the inspector conducted the inspection. Ms. Jackson advised that she had been in contact with the Board’s staff and had not been properly informed as to the steps needed to be taken when opening the salon. Noting that the violation has been corrected and the assurance by the owner that she will adhere to the Rules and Regulations in regards to the shop owner’s responsibilities, the Board decided that the issue has been resolved.
Waiver of Exam-Re-Instatement-Donna Fonts
The Board reviewed a request from Ms. Donna Fonts who by way of letter is requesting a waiver of the examination requirement. Ms. Fonts had at one time held a Maryland Senior Cosmetologists license. The license has been expired for more than 5 years and she is requesting a waiver of the requirement to take the examination in order to reinstate her license. After holding deliberations, the Board voted unanimously to deny Ms. Fonts request to waive the examination in order to reinstate her license. The Board directed that its staff send Ms. Font a letter advising of its decision.
Apprentice Restart Request-Chelsea Merced
Although not listed on the Agenda for today’s meeting, the Board reviewed a request from Ms. Pamela High, owner of On Mane Street Studio located in Sykesville, Maryland. Ms. High is requesting an exception for an apprentice, Chelsea Merced. Ms. High explained that the apprentice was unaware that she did not have to renew her license during an extended term of absence from the salon which resulted in her third license expiring prior to completing the training. After conducting deliberations, a motion was made by Mr. Mazza, seconded by Ms. Cockrum to deny the request to extend the apprentice license for Ms. Merced noting there are no special circumstances at this time to grant special privileges. The Board voted (with one Board member abstaining) in favor of the motion.
The Board directed that Board staff provide the members with copies of the packets that are sent to apprentices and the sponsors when they first apply for a license, so that they may review at the next Board meeting.

Citation Update 

Executive Director Robert Wood advised that there has been no update on the citation program.  

Adjournment

There being not further discussion the meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.
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