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CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Norris called the regularly scheduled Board of Stationary Engineer’s business meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.   
MINUTES
Motion (I) was made by Mr. Restivo, seconded by Mr. Wodka and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the April 15, 2012, business meeting as written.

INTRODUCTION:

Harry Loleas, Commissioner introduced Ms Erica White as the new Deputy Commissioner of Occupational and Professional Licensing.   Ms. White served as counsel to the Maryland House of Delegates’ Economic Matters Committee so she is very familiar with the Occupational and Professional Licensing Boards and Commissions and their statutes.  Chairman Norris welcomed Ms. White and thanked her for attending the meeting.
COMPLAINTS: 
There were no complaints to report

OLD BUSINESS:  Licenses with Photographs  
The Board discussed the proposal to require that each licensee post a copy of the Stationary Engineer license with photo in close proximity to the regulated machinery or with the inspection certificates.  The members reviewed samples from PSI of wallet-sized licenses.  In addition to the photograph, the license can contain security features such as a bar code, signature, and hologram.  PSI currently takes a photograph of each candidate at the test centers, which it then uses to print the license.  Mr. Smitson will also request that PSI provide a sample copy of a larger license, which may be displayed on a wall. 

Proposed Regulation – Time for Submitting Application
The Board agreed to extend the deadline until March 1, 2013, for individuals to submit an application for licensure to the Board if they passed the exam more 2 years prior to the effective date of the proposed regulation.

NEW BUSINESS   
Correspondence:
The Board received correspondence requesting approval of a boiler operator and safety training course.  Following a review, the Board requested that the writer provide additional information regarding the curriculum, training facility, and qualifications of the instructors, in order for the Board to respond. Mr. Smitson agreed to request the additional information.   
In addition, Mr. McLeod suggested that this Board appoint a curriculum committee to review all training courses and curriculum.  Mr. Smitson agreed to bring language from other boards or commissions regarding approving course providers.  
Opinion from the Fourth Circuit Interpreting the Stationary Engineers Act
Counsel Kinstler shared with the Board a recent opinion from the fourth Circuit (case no. 8:11-CVO1589-JFM) interpreting the requirements of the Stationary Engineers Act.  Judge J. Frederick Motz ruled that the Act requires an appropriately licensed stationary engineer to oversee the boilers at issue and did not require that multiple individuals be licensed; only one licensee needs to be available once every 24 hours because of the presence of automatic controls if not located in a building open for public use.  The judge made other findings with regard to the nature of the plant, hours of operation, and levels of security.  The Judge’s opinion is consistent with the Board’s interpretation that as long as one individual is responsible for operating the regulated machinery, then each operator does not need to be a First Grade Engineer in order to comply with statutory requirements.
24-Hour Computer Monitoring 
A member of the public addressed the Board with several items of concern regarding the safety of a plant.  The members and the individual discussed the 24-hour monitoring requirements and the required safety standards.    
Potential Legislation:
The Board reviewed the Department’s legislative process and discussed the following legislative proposals:

1. require boiler owners to notify this Board of the licensed engineer operating the equipment and to identify the licensee at the time the boiler certificate is issued;  Ms. Kinstler agreed to review other boards’ or commissions’ statutory language for similar requirements;
2. require licensees to post their licenses or to make the license available upon request by any authorized agent or designee of this Board; this proposal will be discussed with the Boiler and Pressure Safety Unit.
3. continuing education requirements;
4. correcting the language of Section 6.5-303(c)(i)(2)(c) of the Business Occupations and Professions Article, which appears to have inadvertently omitted the word “refrigeration” from the qualifications of applicants.
STATISTICS

The Board reviewed the examination statistics submitted by PSI for the month of April 2012, and the cumulative statistics.  Below are the examination results:
	Stationary Engineers
	Candidates tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Grade 1 
	10
	5
	5
	50%

	Grade 2
	8
	2
	6
	25%

	Grade 3
	6
	1
	5
	17%

	Grade 4
	14
	4
	10
	29%

	Grade 5
	3
	3
	0
	100%

	Totals
	41
	15
	26
	37%


APPLICATION REVIEW
The Board approved 4 applications to take the 1st Grade Stationary Engineer examination.

The Board approved 1 application to take the 2nd Grade Stationary Engineer examination

The Board approved 3 applications to take the 3rd Grade Stationary Engineer examination.

The Board approved 1 application to take the 5th Grade Stationary Engineer examination.  

The Board placed in pending 8 applications to take the Stationary Engineer examination as additional information is needed to fully evaluate the application.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion (IV) was made by Mr. McLeod, seconded by Mr. Restivo and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:06 p.m.
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