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CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, James Johnson, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:30 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the March 23, 2010 Board meeting and MOTION I was made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Mr. Gawne, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes without corrections.
OLD BUSINESS
None.
PROMULGATING A REGULATION
Mr. Smitson, Assistant Commissioner, revisited with the Board the overview provided during the March meeting of the process for promulgating regulations to assist the Board member’s understanding of current exemption for public utilities. At the Department’s request the proposed language for the regulation (9A-103.3), the Board is asked to consider a regulation clarifying the exemption of employees of utility companies to include unlicensed individuals subcontracted to carry out an energy conservation program overseen by the Public Service Commission. This is part of the Governor’s 2008 request, EmPower Maryland residential program, to reduce consumption by 15% per capita-through installation of interior and exterior module installation.  The draft regulation was presented to the Board with the time line for publishing and receiving response from the public at which time the Board may elect to modify the regulation within 30 days of public response.

Public Service Commission (PSC)
Mr. Timmerman, representing PSC, addressed the Board to clarify the commission’s position opinion regarding the draft regulation.  The PSC requires that other utilities provide assessments of cost and the capacity of benefit to the customer. PSC regulates the abilities of utilities meeting the demand of usage that must be cost effective where benefits exceed the cost.  PSC takes seriously goals not being met and reevaluates assessments presented to the Commission when goals are not met. Mr. Timmerman pointed out to the Board that federally regulated utilities, such as PJM a regional transmission grid, a program in place that would require participation in the program.
Mr. Matusky, Board member, has a concern that introducing this regulation would allow non-licensed technicians to provide installation. Also wouldn’t the President’s stimulus package cover this programs’ cost and whether greater control could be retained by promulgating a regulation than if a similar result were accomplished through legislation. The regulation as proposed could be problematic. Mr. Warren, Board member, asked if the program will be evaluated periodically for its effectiveness between 2012 and 2014.  Mr. Clinedisnt, Board member, asked where the target dates listed for this project are located for review.  James Johnson, chairman, asked if this consumption reduction the intent to reduce cost to the customer for energy.  As in the March 23rd meeting, Board members raised expressed concern about safety of the service being provided by technicians of whose training the Board has no oversight.  Mr. Matusky and Mr. Clinedinst seemed skeptical about the service providers' claim that using licensed HVACR contractors would not be cost effective, without economical data to support the claim, especially in this economic climate where they observed that so many licensed HVACR contractors are out of work.  
Mr. Timmerman explained that if assessments are not met the recommendation would be based upon whether there was as good faith effort made by the utilities in meeting all requirements set forth.  If not then the PSC will make a determination to accept other bids from utilities to participate in the energy program energy conservation program overseen by the Public Service Commission.  
The Board sought some certainty that the provision could only apply to the technicians' installations of the remote controlled exterior devices and programmable thermostats that BGE has identified, when those installations are done at single family, residential dwellings as part of the currently implemented phase of the program.  Further, the Board expressed concern over including future phases of the program in the application of the regulation when there has been no information provided by the utility about the next stages of the EmPOWER MD program, whether they will include commercial properties and public buildings, and what those phases might entail.

Board members will take into consideration for approval the draft regulation and will wait for the process required for publishing of the proposed regulation and response from the public regarding amended language, incorporation of changes the Board members would consider.
Chairman Johnson asked that the Board re-evaluate all concerns from this meeting and schedule utilities to again be present at the May meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion II was made by Mr. Fred Matusky, seconded by Mr. Robert Gawne, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 12:20 p.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508(a)(7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials.
The Board reconvened into public session at 12:35 p.m.
Motion V made by Mr. Warren, seconded by Mr. Gawne and unanimously carried to that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

NEW BUSINESS
Legislative Update
Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, presented regulatory and legislative matters:

· Bill requested by Board for additional two board members passed.  Governor will appoint additional members after October 2010 and their appointments will not be controlled by geographic zone.
· Bill presented by Delegate Leroy Myers to add two code officials to HVACR & Electrical Boards.  Mr. Loleas spoke extensively with Del. Myers regarding the inclusion of building officials to the HVACR Board.  This bill was withdrawn with promise with including building officials as board members soon to review and adopt updated code, International Mechanical Code, and amendments.  This Board is fully empowered to adopt State’s Building Code.

· Del. Myers’ bill limits the ability of local government requirements for license numbers appearing on vehicles with the exception of Anne Arundel County.

Mr. Loleas suggested that the board’s May meeting should begin talks of legislation to be included for next year’s general assembly.  All processes must be wrapped up by September 2010, recommendation by the board, draft to Secretary by August, Secretary reviews the legislation and forwards to the Governor’s office.  Board members assured Mr. Loleas that they would begin looking at statutes that require legislative change and present it for consideration.

CORRESPONDENCE  
TESST College submitted a written invitation for the Board to conduct its June meeting at their facility located at Caton and Joh Avenues.  The Board has asked that TEEST be thanked for their invitation, however the Board will decline the offer at this time.
COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Johnson thanked the Board members for their attendance and encouraged that every effort be made to attend all meeting scheduled.
Review of Applicants
None.
Adjournment

MOTION IV made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Mr. Clinedinst and unanimously carried to adjourn.  There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
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  Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 2010 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3rd  FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.
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