STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND

REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
February 9, 2011
TIME:  
9:55 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



2nd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
James Johnson, Chair


Fred Matusky
Allen Clinedinst, III
George Warren
Robert Gawne
ABSENT:
Rasheed Kerriem
STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner,
Office of Home and Mechanical Services

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Patricia McCray, Administrative Officer
GUESTS:



Michael Giangrandi, Maryland Alliance





Jim McGee, Alexander & Cleaver/MAFC





Craig Svedekei, COMVERGE






Ray Bourland, PHI






Tom McMahon, Honeywell






Jerry Thorpe, GFRJJ/Honeywell






David Greenberg, BGE






Ruth Kisclewich, BGE






Kim Curry, BGE






Jeff Shryock, BGE






Brian Harvey, Maryland Alliance/ACCA





Clifton Savoy, Sheet Metal Workers Local 100

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, James Johnson, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:55 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the January 12, 2011 Board meeting and
MOTION I was made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Mr. Gawne, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes without corrections.
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
Staff submitted an oral report of reviewed applications during the Application Review Committee meeting held on January 12, 2011.   The Committee reports that there were a total of 7 applications received for review, 5 original apprentice applications, and 2 referred for review for examination.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Clinedinst seconded by Mr. Matusky and unanimously carried to approve the Application Review Committee report without correction.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Report deferred until March meeting.
PSI Exams Report
Report for the month of January 2011:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Total
	47
	19
	28
	40%


OLD BUSINESS
Requirements for Unlicensed Contractors
Upon a request by Mr. Clinedinst, the board clarified that it may approve an applicant for an examination when experience reviewed is comparable to Maryland’s requirements for examination.  Section 9A-302(g) of the Maryland HVACR Contractors Act applies to individuals who were misinformed by employers that their licensure application was being processed by the company, or where individuals are relocating to Maryland and hold a license in the State from which they are relocating.  Option three (3) requires that an applicant meet the requirement with comparable experience and that it is no fault of the applicant why an application for license was never submitted.  Historically, the Board has found that a significant number of individuals were misinformed by employers into either believing that their licensure application had been submitted or into believing that a license was not required. Applications submitted with option three (3) shall be reviewed by the Board’s Application Review Committee.

Legislative Update on the Sunset Extension and Program Evaluation Bills
The Committee hearings for the Sunset Review and Program Evaluation Bills were held last week in the General Assembly.  No issues were raised at the hearings.  The bills propose to extend the life of this Board without a full evaluation until 2022.  The bills also require this Board to submit reports to the General Assembly by October 1, 2012 on the following issues: (a) the feasibility of requiring counties to enforce the State mechanical code; (b) whether the Board adopted a regulation exempting individuals who install thermostats or switches under public service company demand response programs from licensing requirements; regarding the status of the proposed regulation; (c) if the proposed regulation is adopted, then to report on the training and oversight offered to individuals, summarizes the complaints received, and summarizes the Board’s efforts to address the complaints and underlying problems, and (d) the Board’s efforts to resolve complaints more efficiently; and (e) whether the Board has filled the vacant position and provided full geographic representation.  
Proposed Regulation
The board agreed to postpone taking final action on the proposed regulation.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion III was made by Mr. Fred Matusky, seconded by Mr. Robert Gawne, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:35 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a) (7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to discuss with the board status update of litigation regarding proposed regulation. The Board reconvened into public session at 11:10 a.m.

NEW BUSINESS
None.
CORRESPONDENCE
None.

COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
There was not a report from the chairman, however, Mr. Johnson asked board members to continue serving diligently.
Adjournment

MOTION IV made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Mr. Gawne and unanimously carried to adjourn.  There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

         
√


Approved without corrections

           

            
Approved with corrections


James Johnson




 
April 13, 2011



James Johnson, Chairman



 

 Date
IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2011 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3rd FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.
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