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REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
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Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General






Patricia R. McCray, Administrative Officer
CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chairman, Larry LeDoyen, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the June 10, 2009 Board meeting and MOTION I was made by Mr. Heidler, seconded by Mr. Gawne, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes with corrections to indicate Counsel had not had an opportunity to review the draft of the reciprocal licensing agreement between Maryland and Virginia prior to the June Board meeting.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Staff submitted an oral report for FY 2009.  A complete printed report and the total number of complaints was made available for review.  The report given is as follows and may be amended:  The Complaint Committee reports that there are a total of 84 open complaints, 25 complaints under intake review, 16 complaints in pre-charge review, 3 complaints in OAH, 16 complaints for panel review, 4 complaints with criminal charges, 1 complaints inactive for civil court, 2 for reinvestigation, 9 complaints under investigation, 5 complaints closed reportable, and 2 complaints closed.  These are the total complaints reviewed this reporting period, June 11, 2009 through July 8, 2009.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Craig, seconded by Mr. Johnson unanimously carried to approve the complaint committee report without correction.
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
Staff submitted an oral report of reviewed applications during the June 10, 2009 meeting.  A complete printed report and the total number of applications was made available for review.  The report given is as follows and may be amended:  The Application Review Committee reports that there are a total of 10 applications received for review, 6 original apprentice applications, 4 original apprentice applications referred for additional information. These are the total applications reviewed.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Craig, and unanimously carried to approve the application review committee report without correction.

OLD BUSINESS
Update on Reciprocity Agreement between Maryland and Virginia
During the June 2009 Board meeting the draft copy of the reciprocal licensing agreement between Maryland and Virginia was reviewed again by Board members.  The reciprocity agreement is based on substantial equivalency of license exams and would require an applicant to submit an application for review to determine qualification to receive a master or journey HVACR license without examination as well as proof of sitting and having successfully passed the appropriate license examination in Virginia.  Counsel for the Board, Ms. Kinstler, had reviewed the draft agreement and advised the Board that it could be accepted as written, with the Board’s understanding that restricted journey and restricted master licensees will not be eligible for reciprocal licensing as part of the agreement because Virginia does not issue a similar restricted license.
MOTION III was made by Mr. Gawne, seconded by Mr. Warner and unanimously carried to enter into a reciprocal licensing agreement with Virginia for individuals who currently hold an active Journeyman HVACR or Master HVACR license issued by either Board upon examination to be eligible for a waiver of the license examination for Journeyman or Master HVACR license in the other State. 

Legislation for Approval
Deputy Commissioner, Harry Loleas, provided Board members with updated information that legislative concepts as requested by the Board have been submitted to the Office of the Secretary and are awaiting approval before Counsel can be asked to draft the legislation for firm permit, criminal background check for license applicants, and an increase in the Board’s membership to include two at-large members.  Counsel indicated that she will prepare draft legislation for legislative concepts approved by the Department.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion IV was made by Mr. Matthew Warner, seconded by Mr. James Johnson, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:00 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a)(7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to licensure and potential litigation.  The Board reconvened into public session at 10:45 a.m.

Motion VII was made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Heidler, and unanimously carried that the Board accept decisions rendered in the Executive Session.

Complaint No.: HVAC090135
The Board has extended the due date for a response to a complaint filed in Compliant No.: HVAC090135
NEW BUSINESS
None.
CORRESPONDENCE  
None.
COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Mr. LeDoyen, Vice Chairman, presented to the Board a list of course providers who offer examination preparation classes.  Mr. LeDoyen believes that providing this list to exam candidates and their taking advantage of these offered classes would increase the passage rate of exam candidates.  Mr. LeDoyen is asking that this list be made available on the Board’s and exam vendor, PSI’s, websites.  Staff will make the list available until such time that the websites are set up to view the list online. 

Motion VIII was made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Gawne, and unanimously carried that to pursue promulgating a regulation concerning topics to be covered in preparation for an exam and to make available sponsors of courses that would be a connecting link on the Board’s website and PSI’s online bulletin.  Board members are again requesting that a discussion be initiated that would address the failure rate of the license exam(s) administered by the Board’s testing vendor, PSI.
Review of Applicants
The following applications to sit for license examinations were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the matters are as follows:

Five applicants were approved to sit for the master license examination.
Five applicants were approved to sit for the master restricted license examination.

Five applicants were approved to sit for the journey license examination.
One applicant was denied to sit for the journey license examination due to lack of sufficient work experience.
Three applicants were approved to sit for the journey restricted license examination.
One applicant was approved to sit for the inspector license examination.

One applicant was requested to provide additional information for the master examination.

One applicant was requested to provide additional information for the master restricted

examination.

Adjournment

MOTION IX, made by Mr. Heidler, seconded by Mr. Warner and unanimously carried to adjourn.  There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
        √ 


Approved without corrections

           
            
Approved with corrections


Larry Le Doyen



 

September 9, 2009



Larry LeDoyen, Vice Chairman



  Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, September 9, 2009 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.
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