STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND
REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
June 10, 2009
TIME:  
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
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Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
Larry LeDoyen, Vice Chair


Matthew Warner

Steve Heidler
Walter F. Bell, Jr.
Robert Gawne
ABSENT:
Timothy Craig
James Johnson
STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Steve Smitson, Assistant Commissioner, Occupational

                                                                  and Professional Licensing





Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General






Patricia R. McCray, Administrative Officer
CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chairman, Larry LeDoyen, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the April 8, 2009 Board meeting and MOTION I was made by Mr. Bell, seconded by Mr. Craig, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes without corrections.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Staff submitted an oral report for FY 2009.  A complete printed report and the total number of complaints was made available for review.  The report given is as follows and may be amended:  The Complaint Committee reports that there are a total of 113 open complaints, 31 complaints under Intake Review, 49 complaints in pre-charge review, 4 complaints in OAH, 6 complaints for panel review, 4 complaints with criminal charges, 1 complaints inactive for civil court, 1 for reinvestigation and 17 complaints under investigation.  These are the total complaints reviewed this reporting period, February 12, 2009 through June 10, 2009.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Bell, seconded by Mr. Warner unanimously carried to approve the complaint committee report without correction.

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
Staff submitted an oral report of reviewed applications during the June 10, 2009 meeting.  A complete printed report and the total number of applications was made available for review.  The report given is as follows and may be amended:  The Application Review Committee reports that there are a total of 11 applications received for review, 6 original apprentice applications, 5 original apprentice applications referred for additional information. These are the total applications reviewed.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Gawne, seconded by Mr. Bell, and unanimously carried to approve the application review committee report without correction.

OLD BUSINESS
Update on meeting with Virginia to discuss Reciprocity May 28, 2009
Larry LeDoyen, Vice Chair, and Matthew Warner, Board member, met with Virginia licensing board representatives Eric Olson, Executive Director and Jill Richardson, Licensing and Education Administrator to discuss developing a cooperative agreement.  Mr. LeDoyen states that this was good meeting between the Maryland Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors and the Virginia licensing board and indicated that when the draft agreement is received that it should be accepted.  The reciprocity agreement would be based on substantial equivalency of license exams and would require an applicant to submit an application for review to determine qualification to receive license without examination as well as proof of sitting and successfully passing the examination in Virginia.

MOTION III was made by Mr. Heidler, seconded by Mr. Gawne and unanimously carried to pursue reciprocity with Virginia. 
NEW BUSINESS
None.
CORRESPONDENCE  
Community College of Baltimore County-Course Approval
Curriculum for a training course in Heating, Ventilation, Air conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) being offered by the Community College of Baltimore County was submitted to the Board for review and approval as a training course credited toward obtaining a journey license by examination. The Board grants credit for one (1) year requirements from previously approved programs (e.g. Lincoln Tech, Montgomery College, TESST, etc.).  The Board does not make recommendations or approval of training courses; however, it has the authority to review a program make a determination as to whether such training may be substituted for required experience under Bus. Reg. Art., Ann. Code of Md., §9A-302(g).   The curriculum was reviewed by the Board during its regularly scheduled meeting.  MOTION IV was made by Mr. Bell, seconded by Mr. Gawne and unanimously carried to accept the submitted curriculum from the Community College of Baltimore County to grant a one year credit towards a journey examination for individuals who hold an apprentice license.  Staff and is asked to provide a letter notifying the College of the agreement.

During the May 2009 Board meeting, an applicant’s request was reviewed regarding a failed journey examination, which he failed by one point.  The passing grade for all examinations is 70%.  The applicant challenged some of the questions he believed did not belong on the examination.  The candidate returned to the examination center and retook the exam and again failed the exam by one point.  The candidate states that the questions being challenged pertain to oil safety and maximum distance between hangers for one inch residential refrigeration piping.  Staff was asked to contact PSI in reference to this inquiry.  Board members reviewed the results of the exam and the exam vendor’s response to the items being challenged.  Based on the applicant’s challenge there will be no rescore and the exam results will stand.  Staff is asked to forward a copy of the challenge results to the applicant.

BGE/HONEY WELL
During the May 2009 meeting, Larry LeDoyen, Vice Chair, brought to the Board’s attention his concern regarding Honeywell, who is subcontracted by Baltimore Gas and Electric (“BGE”)/Constellation Energy to install  thermostats, and the allegation of the possible use of unlicensed individuals.  Written correspondence was received from counsel for BGE, Kimberly
Curry, is requesting that the Board forward directly to her office a written complaint.  Staff is asked to forward a complaint form on behalf of the Board, regarding the alleged use by BGE/Constellation Energy of unlicensed individuals.
COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Mr. LeDoyen is in agreement with Board members to pursue promulgating a regulation that would provide a list of required study courses and materials to prepare exam candidates and to make available sponsors of courses that would be a connecting link on the Board’s website.  Board members are again requesting that a discussion be initiated that would address the failure rate of the license exam(s) administered by the Board’s testing vendor, PSI. 
Recommended Order: Case No.: HVAC-08-0011
The Board convened in Executive Session at 10:25 a.m. to review the recommended order for HVAC080011 in which a licensed contractor was charged with job abandonment.  After reviewing the recommended order the Board determined to adopt the Administrative Law Judge’s (“ALJ”) factual findings, legal conclusions and recommendations.
Review of Applicants
The following applications to sit for license examinations were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the matters are as follows:

Six applicants were approved to sit for the master license examination.
Four applicants were approved to sit for the journey license examination.

Six applicants were approved to sit for the journey restricted license examination.
One applicant was requested to provide additional information for the master examination.

Adjournment

There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
          √   

Approved without corrections

           
            
Approved with corrections


Larry LeDoyen


 
July 8, 2009



Larry LeDoyen, Vice Chairman
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IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2009 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.
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