STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND

REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
June 13, 2012
TIME:  
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
James Johnson, Chair


Fred Matusky
George Warren
Robert Gawne
Valencia T. Johnson
ABSENT:
Allen Clinedinst, III

STAFF PARTICIPATING:
Harry Loleas, Commissioner of Occupational and Professional Licensing


Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Patricia McCray, Administrative Officer

GUEST:



Jason Rosvold, Legislative Representative

Sheet Metal Workers Local 100
Dale Troll, Local 486
Diane Goldberg, Gordon Feinblatt, LLC



CALL TO ORDER
Chairman James Johnson called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:30 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the April 11, 2012 Board meeting and
MOTION I was made by Mr. Gawne, seconded by Mr. Matusky, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes.
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT
Staff submitted two oral reports of reviewed applications during review meeting for period covering January 2012 through April 2012.   The first report is as follows and may be amended:  The Application Review Committee reports that there were a total of 42 applications received for review, 27 original apprentice applications, 6 renewal apprentice applications and 5 referred for additional information. The second report for review meeting May 9, 2012 is as follows and may be amended:  The Application Review Committee reports that there were a total of 14 applications received for review, 10 original apprentice applications, 1 journey application referred for examination, and 2 referred for additional information. 
MOTION II was made by Mr. Warren, seconded by Mr. Gawne and unanimously carried to approve the Application Review Committee report without correction.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
The Complaint Committee submitted the following report covering April 11 through May 9, 2012: 127 complaints are open; 27 complaints are under intake review; 20 complaints are recommended to be closed; 10 complaints are under investigation; 50 complaints are awaiting pre-charge review; 5 complaints have been referred for criminal charges; 3 complaints are scheduled for hearings at the Office of Administrative Hearings and 1 complaint was referred for re-investigation..  
MOTION II was made by Mr. Warren, seconded by Ms. Johnson and unanimously carried to accept the Complaint Committee report with corrections to total from 97 to 127 as total open.
EXAM REPORT
The examination report for the month of May 2012 as reported by PSI Exams is as follows:

	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed


	Failed
	Pass %

	HVAC Journeyman Res A/C
	3
	2
	1
	67%

	Journeyman Res Forced Air
	4
	2
	2
	50%

	Journeyman Res Hydronic
	3
	2
	1
	67%

	Journeyman Res Refrigeration 
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Journeyman Res Vent 
	5
	1
	4
	20%

	Journeyman HVACR 
	22
	4
	18
	18%

	Limited HVACR Cont
	0
	
	
	

	Master HVACR Cont
	6
	4
	2
	67%

	Master A/C 
	4
	0
	4
	0

	Master Forced Air
	3
	1
	2
	33%

	Master Hydronic 
	2
	2
	0
	100%

	Master Refrigeration 
	2
	2
	0
	100%

	Master Vent 
	2
	1
	1
	50%

	TOTAL 
	57
	21
	36
	37%


The cumulative results from January 1, 2012 through May 2012 are: 
	
	Candidates Tested
	Passed


	Failed
	Pass %

	HVAC Journeyman Res A/C
	35
	18
	51
	51%

	Journeyman Res Forced Air
	227
	13
	214
	6%

	Journeyman Res Hydronic
	17
	12
	5
	71%

	Journeyman Res Refrigeration 
	7
	4
	3
	57%

	Journeyman Res Vent 
	24
	10
	14
	42%

	Journeyman HVACR 
	113
	45
	68
	40%

	Limited HVACR Cont
	0
	
	
	

	Master HVACR Cont
	44
	33
	11
	75%

	Master A/C 
	20
	7
	13
	35%

	Master Forced Air
	14
	9
	5
	64%

	Master Hydronic 
	6
	4
	2
	66%

	Master Refrigeration 
	10
	6
	4
	60%

	Master Vent 
	13
	5
	8
	38%

	TOTAL 
	530
	166
	364
	31%


OLD BUSINESS
International Mechanical Code Update
Counsel for the board, Ms. Kinstler presented copies of changes made as recommended by the committee appointed to review the International Mechanical Code for 2012.  Review committee members included, Counsel Kinstler and board members George Warren and Fred Matusky.  Talbot County Inspector Larry Schuyler also assisted.
.01 Incorporation by Reference. 

A. In this chapter, the following [document is] documents are incorporated by reference[.]:


(1) 2012 International Mechanical Code (International Code Council, 500 New Jersey Ave., N.W., 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001), which has been incorporated by reference in COMAR 05.02.01.02-1B(5), except as modified by Regulation .02 of this chapter; and


(2) 2012 International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings (International Code Council, 500 New Jersey Ave., N.W., 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001), which has been incorporated by reference in COMAR 05.02.01.02-1B(4) except Chapters 1-11 and 25-44.

B. [Document Incorporated. The International Mechanical Code/2003 (International Code Council, Inc.) with the modifications stated in Regulation .02 of this chapter is incorporated by reference. 

C.] The requirements of this chapter do not apply to work areas subject to the Maryland Building Rehabilitation Code as adopted by the Department of Housing and Community Development under Public Safety Article, §12-1004, Annotated Code of Maryland, except as provided by that Code.   

.02 Modifications to the International Mechanical Code. 

A. (text unchanged)

B. Add note to Chapter 1, §101.3: If a conflict arises as to methods of installation, maintenance, and repair under this Code, [generally accepted trade practices shall be implemented] the manufacturer’s operation and installation manual or instructions shall govern.

C. Sections Omitted. 

(1) Chapter 1, omit sections: 

(a) §103.1—.4 (entirely) Department of Mechanical Inspection[s]; 

(b) §104.1—[.8] .7 (entirely) Duties and Powers of the Code Official[s]; 

(c) §105.1—[.4] .5 (entirely) Approval; 

(d) §106.1—5.3 (entirely) Permits; 

(e) §107.1—.6 (entirely) Inspections and Testing; 

(f) §108.1—.7.3 (entirely) Violations; [and] 
(g) §109.1—.7 (entirely) Means of Appeal[.] and
(h) §110.1—.4 (entirely) Temporary Equipment, systems and Uses.

(2) Chapter 9, omit sections: 

(a) §902.1 (entirely) Masonry Fireplaces; 

(b) §903.1—.3 (entirely) Factory-Built Fireplaces; 

(c) §904.1 (entirely) Pellet Fuel-Burning Appliances; 

(d) §906.1 (entirely) Factory-Built Barbecue Appliances; 

(e) §914.1—5.1 (entirely) Sauna Heaters; 

(f) §923.1—1.1 (entirely) Small Ceramic Kilns; and 

(g) §925.1 (entirely) Masonry Heaters. 

D. Add note to Chapter 3, [§301.11.1] §301.14.1: Temporary repairs may not be made to a damaged heat exchanger. 

E. Add note to Chapter 3, §306.3: Air-handling units and water heaters installed in attics [in residential structures] shall be accessible by an opening in accordance with subsections (1) and (2) of this note, below: 

(1) Access to the attic opening shall be provided by a permanent or pull-down stairway in all new construction. In existing installations, portable ladders shall be acceptable. 

(2) The passageway from the attic opening to the equipment may exceed 20 feet, subject to job conditions and approval by the local authority. 

[F. In Chapter 3, §301.2, add a Table §301.2.1 Design Conditions—Temperature: 

	WINTER 
	SUMMER 

	Location 
	Latitude Degrees 
	97 1/2 % Design db 
	Heating D.D. Below 65°F 
	2 1/2 % Design db 
	Coincident Design wb 
	Grains Difference 55% RH 
	Grains Difference 50% RH 
	Daily Range 

	MARYLAND 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Baltimore 
	39 
	13 
	4680 
	91 
	75 
	35 
	42 
	21 M 

	Baltimore CO 
	39 
	17 
	-- 
	89 
	76 
	43 
	51 
	17 M 

	Cumberland 
	39 
	10 
	5070 
	89 
	74 
	31 
	38 
	22 M 

	Frederick AP 
	39 
	12 
	5030 
	91 
	75 
	35 
	42 
	22 M 

	Hagerstown 
	39 
	12 
	5130 
	91 
	74 
	29 
	36 
	22 M 

	Salisbury (S) 
	38 
	16 
	4220 
	91 
	75 
	35 
	42 
	18 M 


G. In Chapter 3, §307.2.3, delete subsection 3. 

H. Delete Appendix B, Recommended Permit Fee Schedule, §§B101—B104 (entirely).]

.03 [Additional] Provisions Added to the International Mechanical Code. 

A. Assessment of Fees and Penalties. Fees or penalties to be assessed under the 2012 International Mechanical Code[/2000] provisions shall be determined by the administrative authority for each subdivision. 

B. Requirements for Plans and Specifications. 

(1) Plans and specifications for the installation of all heating, ventilation, air-conditioning, or refrigeration systems shall: 

(a) Be approved by a licensed Maryland HVACR master, HVACR master restricted licensed for the system being installed, or a Maryland licensed professional engineer [or architect]; and 

(b) Have affixed to them the name and license number of the Maryland HVACR master, HVACR master restricted licensed for the system being installed, or Maryland licensed professional engineer [or architect]. 

(2) [For installations other than one-family and two-family dwellings, adequate] Adequate details of mechanical and electrical work, including computations, diagrams, and other essential technical data, shall be filed. All engineering plans and computations shall bear the signature and license number of the licensed engineer[, architect, or mechanical licensee] responsible for the design. [For one-family and two-family dwellings, a residential heat gain and loss load calculation, for example, Manual J or its equivalent shall be filed for new installations. For replacement of a condensing unit, air-handling unit, furnace, or boiler in an existing HVACR system in one-family and two-family dwellings, documentation is required. The document shall reflect the calculations by which the sizing of the equipment installed was determined. A signed and dated copy of this document shall be retained by the contractor and a copy shall be left with the homeowner upon completion of the work. Plans shall indicate how required structural and fire resistance rating integrity will be maintained, and where penetrations will be made for electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and communication conducts, pipes, and systems.] 
 C. Permits for Temporary Installations. A temporary permit is required for mechanical equipment to be installed for a period not to exceed 6 months and shall be issued by the local subdivision where the installation occurs. The permit may be extended for a 6-month period by the local subdivision. 

   [D. In Chapter 2, §202, delete the definition for "Self-contained equipment" and substitute the following new definition: "Self-contained appliance" means a heating, ventilation, air-conditioning, or refrigeration device that is designed and manufactured: 

(1) with its component parts housed within a single chassis; 

(2) with a standard factory-installed electrical line cord that requires a plug-in device; 

(3) with no additional external fuel source; and 

(4) independent of an air-distribution system. 

   E. In Chapter 2, §202, add a new definition following the definition for registered design professional. Insert: Repair. To put back in good condition, fix, to renew parts, to make existing systems function. Anything that can be made to work is repairable. The replacement of a system or a condenser unit, air-handling unit, furnace, or boiler, which make up a system shall constitute altering or remodeling, not repair. 

   F. Add to Chapter 13 Subsection 1301.4 the following sentence at the end of the subsection: "Fill and vent piping minimum size shall be: fill piping — 1.5 inches; vent piping—1.25 inches or according to the tank manufacturer's recommendation. All piping shall be of black steel (Schedule 40)."]

Motion III was made by Mr. Gawne, seconded by Ms. Johnson and unanimously carried to adopt the review of the 2012 International Mechanical Code (IMC) and proposing for adoption of the regulations as revised.

House Bill 1445
Commissioner Harry Loleas informed the Board that HB 1445, sponsored by Delegate Stifler, passed by the General Assembly, is scheduled to into effect on October 1, 2012. The new law requires individuals who are employed on public work contracts to hold a State license in the same category as their specific work classification.  The law applies to contractors and employees who provide plumbing services as well as heating, ventilation, air conditioning, and refrigeration services. 
Commissioner meeting also reported about a recent meeting that he attended with Interim Secretary Scott R. Jensen, sponsors of the bill, and business owners who are concerned about the impact of the new requirements on businesses.  After a lengthy meeting, it was agreed that a letter would be submitted to both Boards requested that discretion be used in cases where business owners are making good faith efforts to comply with the new law.   Mr. Loleas emphasized at the meeting that the purpose of the bill is to have employers comply with the licensing requirements, and not to punish violations. 
In response to questions from Ms. Johnson and Mr. Matusky, Commissioner Loleas explained that this new legislation will be a complaint driven process and that the board is not funded to hire investigators.  The complaint process will require that employers provide proof of paid licensed individuals and whether the employer is in compliance.  As the October deadline approaches, the Board may determine whether the deadline needs to be extended.  Only programs that are approved by the Maryland Apprenticeship and Training Council are accepted by this Board.  
Presentation by Jason Rosvold, Legislative Representative for Local Union 100
Mr. Rosvold spoke to the Board regarding the existing requirement that individuals who complete an approved apprenticeship program must apply for their journeyman license within two years in order to obtain the license without examination.  Mr. Rosvold requested that the Board remove this requirement. 
Counsel for the Board explained that the Board expected that those individuals who were enrolled in an apprenticeship program would continue to work in the industry after completing the program and would apply for the journey license within two years.
MOTION IV was made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Mr. Gawne, and unanimously carried to take Mr. Rosvold’s information under advisement and for the Board to respond in writing. 

MOTION V was made by Mr. Gawne, seconded by Mr. Matusky and unanimously carried to move into executive session.

MOTION VIII was made by Mr. Matusky, seconded by Ms. Johnson and unanimously carried to accept the findings in executive session.
CORRESPONDENCE

None.
COUNSEL'S REPORT

None
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None
Adjournment

MOTION IX made by Mr. Warren seconded by Ms. Johnson and unanimously carried to adjourn.  There being no further business meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

         



Approved without corrections

           

            
Approved with corrections

James Johnson, Chairman
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