STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

January 15, 2009
TIME:

10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman



Joseph Radtka, Board Member


Jon Garner, Board Member



Russell Wiebking, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member



Michael Kastner, Board Member

ABSENT: 
Keith Horton, Vice Chairman

Nicole J.C. Daniels, Board Member

OTHERS PRESENT:

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General





Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer




Fred Willig, Investigator, MHIC




Diane Kastner, Member of the public





Jim Berndt, Member of the public

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:30 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Kastner’s Seconded, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:45 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland  21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:20 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The Members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on December 18, 2008.  Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Kastner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
REFFERED FOR CONSENT ORDER

PLUM 090026- Referred to Susan Cherry, Chief Litigator
INVESTIGATION

PLUM 090009- Remains under investigation

CLOSED

PLUM 0820- No violation

Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Kastner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report.

OLD BUSINESS:

A. LICENSE STATISTICS - A copy of the license statistics report was provided and reviewed by the Board.
B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS – A copy of the examination statistics was not available this month for Board review but should be available at the next scheduled business meeting.
C. BACKFLOW COMMITTEE – Mr. Kastner updated the Board on the meeting held with the sub-committee for revising the requirements for Backflow providers. Mr. Kastner reviewed with the Board suggested language in preparation of proposing new regulation for Cross Connection/Backflow Certification Programs. Upon review of the suggested language by the sub-committee, Ms. Kinstler offered to draft regulatory language for the proposed regulation with the adoption of some language from the sub-committees draft for Board review at the next business meeting.   

D.  COMMITTE FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE 2009 PLUMBING CODE – The Board formed a Committee of three Board members to oversee the review and adoption of the 2009 Plumbing Code.
E. UPDATE ON SERVICEABLE ADDRESSES – The Board continued the discussion from the December 2008 business meeting on serviceable addresses, informing Ms. Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General, that they would like to propose regulation that would require a license applicant to provide an “actual street address” opposed to the use of P.O. Box. Ms. Kinstler reviewed with the Board, an MHIC regulation that requires a license applicant to provide an “actual street address”, informing the Board that the language in the MHIC regulation could promulgate a similar regulatory provision for Plumbing license applicants and renewal applicants.  Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, and Mr. Wiebking’s Seconded, the Board unanimously voted to accept the language from the MHIC regulation to propose regulation for serviceable address as “actual street address” for the Plumbing Board.       

F. HOMEOWNERS OBTAINING PLUMBING PERMITS – At the November 2008 business meeting, the Board requested that Mr. Smitson draft correspondence for Board review that would be sent to all jurisdictions, reminding them that they are required to issue permits and inspect every plumbing job performed by homeowners.  Due to the absence of Mr. Smitson, Mr. Willig will consult with Mr. Smitson regarding the drafted correspondence for review at the February business meeting.  
G. REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE REQUESTING A DUPLICATE LICENSE. At last month’s business meeting the Board reviewed a written request for a duplicate license from a licensed individual.  Prior to submitting a written request for a duplicate license, another individual appeared at the Plumbing Board office in person, purportedly on behalf of the licensee, displayed the actual license, and requested a duplicate license.  It was known to the staff member assisting the individual that he individual was not the person identified on the license.  Consequently, the staff member denied the request for a duplicate license to the person appearing at the Board’s office.  In the licensee’s written request for a duplicate license, he states that due to health reasons he is unable to come to the Board and asked that the a duplicate license be sent to him at a particular address.  Upon the Board’s continued discussion regarding this matter, the Board requested that Mr. Willig inform Mr. Smitson, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Home and Mechanical Services, that the Board is requesting that Mr. Smitson consult with Susan Cherry, Chief of Litigation, to determine whether the Board has probable cause to request an informal hearing.

NEW BUSINESS:
RESCEDULED FORMAL HEARING

The exceptions hearing, scheduled for today, was postponed and will be rescheduled due to an administrative error.

CORRESPONDENCE:
A. REVIEW OF CORRESPONDCE FROM MR. SMITSON REGARDING AN EXPIRED APPRENTICE PLUMBER WANTING TO APPLY FOR JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER – The Board reviewed correspondence from Mr. Smitson regarding Mr. Christopher Heavener, an expired apprentice plumber, inquiring whether he could be excused for having an expired apprentice license and still qualify for the journeyman examination.  Mr. Heavener explained that he is currently unemployed but believed that his previous employer had renewed his apprentice license.  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined by the Board that they could excuse the issue of the expired apprentice license, but Mr. Heavener would still be required to have 4 years experience, 7,500 hours, and have completed a Backflow prevention course.  The Board requested that Mr. Willig update Mr. Smitson regarding the Board’s response and request Mr. Smitson to reply to Mr. Heavener.      

B.  REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. OBED REGARDING “IF A LICENSE IS REQUIRED TO START A DRAIN CLEANING BUSINESS”.
The Board reviewed email correspondence from Mr. Obert Obed requesting information as to if a license is required to start a drain cleaning business.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board determined that a license is not required to start a drain cleaning service.  Ms. Clark will respond to Mr. Obed informing him of the Boards response.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None.
APPROVAL OF DECISIONS MADE DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Weibking’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the decisions made during the Executive Session.   

ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, Seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 1:00 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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