STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

November 18, 2010
TIME:

10:35 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chair


Jon Garner, Board Member 

Keith Horton, Board Member


Michael Kastner, Board Member



Russell Wiebking, Board Member
Joseph Radtka, Board Member
ABSENT:

Charles Lenderking, Board Member 
OTHERS PRESENT:

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner
Diane Kastner, MD PHCC


Dave Shapiro, St. Mary’s County Plumbing Board
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:35 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on October 21, 2010. Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Kastner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:

Closed


Further investigation
Plum 110018

Plum 110008



Plum 110021
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report. 

OLD BUSINESS:
A. REVIEW OF THE PSI EXAMINATION STATISTICAL SUMMARY INFORMATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2010
Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 0 

           0
      0

     0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            49
  
          21
     28

    43%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                 0

     0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

10

           3  
      7

    50%

Totals




59

          24
    35

    41%

B.  UPDATE ON THE MECHANICAL INSPECTION MEETING
Mr. Radtka updated the Board on the Maryland Plumbing and Mechanical Inspectors Association (MPMIA) meeting.  He informed the Board that a discussion was held expressing concern regarding uncooperative unlicensed individuals refusing to show identification or leave the jobsite.  Mr. Radtka informed the Board that the next meeting will be held on December 7, 2010, he will be attending with Mr. Botts, Commissioner, and two members of the State Board of HVACR Contractors. 
NEW BUSINESS:

     A.  REVIEW OF TIMELINE FOR LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTAL BILLS 

Mr. Smitson reviewed with the Board the timeline for approval for Departmental Legislative Bills.  Each June, the Board may submit its legislative proposals for the upcoming legislative session to the Commissioner, who will submit it to the Secretary.

B.  DISCUSSION WITH ST. MARY’S COUNTY PLUMBING AND FUEL GAS BOARD REPRESENATIVE.
Mr. Dave Shapiro, representative from St. Mary’s County Plumbing and Fuel Gas Board addressed the Board regarding concerns of homeowners doing their own plumbing work, inquiring as to what enforcement action(s) the State Board would recommend.  The Board informed Mr. Shapiro that a homeowner or occupant of the residence with the homeowner’s permission is allowed to perform their own plumbing work, but may not provide plumbing services that make the final connection and the work performed must pass final inspection.  The Board informed Mr. Shapiro that if he is aware of an unlicensed individual providing plumbing services, he may file a written complaint with the Board. 
C.  DISCUSSION REGARDING THE POSTING OF BOARD MINUTES ON THE INTERNET
Mr. Garner discussed with the Board his concern that the Plumbing Board minutes are not posted on the internet in a timely manner.  Mrs. Clark informed Mr. Garner that the Board minutes for all Boards and Commissions have to be reviewed by the Office of the Secretary prior to being posted.
D.  DISCUSSION REGARDING PLUMBING CODES ADOPTED BY JURISDICTIONS
The Board discussed obtaining updated information from each jurisdiction regarding what plumbing code has been adopted and requested a letter be sent to all jurisdictions to request that information.  The Board also requested the minutes to reflect that the State of Maryland only recognizes the National Plumbing Code not the International Plumbing Code. 
CORRESPONDENCE:

A. 
THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING A PRODUCT TO REDUCE GREASE
The Board reviewed correspondence from Mr. Terry Tuttle, Chesapeake Bay Commerce & International Trade.  Mr. Tuttle submitted for review a brief PowerPoint presentation introducing their apparatus that reduces the amount of grease in a grease trap, based on testing from Martel Laboratories in Baltimore, Maryland.  Upon review by the Board, it was determined that the Board was not able to give their approval because the product has not been through the proper testing, and is not approved by the National Standard Plumbing Code.   

B.  THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING A PRODUCT-THERMAFIT INDUSTRIES EZE COUPLING
The Board reviewed correspondence from Mario Orlando, Thermafit Industries.  Mr. Orlando   submitted a coupling sample for the Board to review.  He informed the Board that Thermafit Industries manufactures the coupling, for use with no hubs cast iron pipe and fittings.  Upon review of the coupling and correspondence, the Board stated that the product does not meet the National Standard Plumbing Code and therefore could not approve the product.
C. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM AN INDIVIDUAL REGARDING A LICENSE
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual inquiring as to what type of license is required to perform sewer and drain cleaning only, no plumbing and to install or repair septic systems.  Upon review of the correspondence, it was determined that the individual would have to contact the Maryland Department of the Environment.       
CHAIR’S REPORT
None

COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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