MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


December 8, 2011

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary




Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




David G. Mongan, P.E.




Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board

 


Ruby L. Courtney, Executive Secretary




Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

Absent:

Steven A. Arndt, PhD. P.E., Vice Chairman





Rosalind Yee


CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the November 10, 2011 meeting as submitted.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to approve 20 applications for reciprocity as follows:


Yohan J. Blount

41247

Min Liu


41254


David J. Braidich

41248

Robert G. Mickle

41255


John J. Dickinson

41249

Thomas A. Morreale

41256


Brian D. Dykas

41250

Hafsah K. Navarro

41257


Adebola O. Fashokun

41251

Sandeep N. Sadaandan
41172


Dennis L. Gentilin

41252

Ramon G. Sarmiento 

41258


Melissa M. Koenig

41192

Keith M. Sarver

41259


Christopher A. Lesher

41253

Bryan James Smith

41109
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)




Adam Kent Thomas

41086

Scott D. Werkheiser

41260


Wagdy Girgis Wassef

41243

Hanming You


41237

EXECUTIVE SESSION I


Motion (III) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:30 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 9:45 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on November 10, 2011.


12-PE-03   Criminal charges filed.


12-PE-04   Criminal charges filed.


12-PE-08   Waiting for outcome of civil suit.


12-PE-09   Consent Order signed, fine paid. Close.

12-PE-10   Offer Consent Order and $300 fine.


Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.


The Complaint Committee reviewed two applications for reinstatement of license and recommends reinstatement for one, and is requesting more information for the other.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider application of SE University. 

Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – December 8, 2011

Page 3

NEW BUSINESS


Nominations for 2011-2012 Northeast Zone Distinguished Service Awards


Motion (VI) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to nominate Pastor Farinas for the 2011-2012 Northeast Zone Distinguished Service Award.  

OLD BUSINESS

Final Action on Fee Regulations


Ms. Edwards reported that she had not received any comments on the Fee Regulations for Retired Status and for the Structural Exam.  Motion (VII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to adopt the new fee regulations. 

Guidelines for Penalties for Exam Infractions


Ms. Trust reported Ms. Edwards sent a request to all the MBA's  for information regarding penalty guidelines for exam infractions. Only five states responded to her request.  Ms. Trust emphasized that all applicants are assumed to be of good character and that if penalties for exam infractions were put in place, the statute may have to be changed.  Ms. Trust also mentioned that NCEES has written guidelines in place. 


Ms. Perrin asked how many times has Maryland had an instance of an exam infraction and what was the outcome.  Ms. Edwards stated that she could only remember two instances and that in one instance, the scores were withheld until the Board finished it's investigation. Chairman Harclerode stated that presently the Board has no guidelines in place and if there is another instance of collusion, the Board would have to do an analysis and notify NCEES of it's decision.  Chairman Harclerode reminded the Board that there may not be time to meet to discuss the issue.  He wants a sense of what the Board feels on this matter if this is the case.  Mr. Farinas commented that the Board could always call a special meeting.  Chairman Haclerode also stated that since Computer Based Testing (CBT) starts in 2014, we can refer to NCEES's policy on collusion.  Chairman Harclerode mentioned that since he is the liaison for the Law Enforcement Committee of NCEES, he will pay special attention to this issue at the January 2012 meeting of the Law Enforcement Committee.  Ms. Perrin suggested that the Board postpone this issue until such time as other law changes need to be made.

Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – December 8, 2011

Page 4

Character Reference Forms Update


Ms. Trust questioned the legality of using a character reference form because she does not want to Board to be challenged.  Ms. Trust stated that when a person completes an application, they answer conduct questions and that they are assumed to be of good character unless they are convicted of a felony, etc.  The Board discussed at length the possible repercussions of using such a form.  Ms. Murphy asked if the Board could get copies of other state applications who used character reference forms.  This matter will be discussed at the next meeting.

Retired Status Update


Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to approve the Retired Status application form as prepared and presented.

Update on Staff Issues


Ms. Edwards informed the Board that the new Investigator resigned and that the second candidate declined the position so the Investigator position will have to be reposted.   Ms. Edwards also reported that interviews had been held for the Receptionist position and that the paperwork will be sent to Human Resources in order for the job to be offered to the highest ranking candidate. Ms. Edwards had no news on the Assistant Executive Director position and will ask the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Harry Loleas, at the Joint Chairs meeting.

Re-Exam Procedure Update

            Ms. Edwards stated that there is nothing new to report at this time on this issue.

Update on the Severn River Commission

            Ms. Edwards informed the Board that she prepared a response to the Severn River Commission containing the information they requested at the August meeting.  She also stated that the Deputy Commissioner Harry Loleas was contacted by Delegate Cathy Vitale regarding this issue and was supplied with the same information.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Memo from Tim Miller, Director of Examination Services, NCEES


The Board received a memo from Tim Miller regarding future changes to NCEES exams and supporting materials.  The Board members reviewed the memo and will keep this information for future reference.  

Letter from Kristin Case Lawrence received December 5, 2011


Ms. Lawrence sent a letter to the Board withdrawing her request for reinstatement of her license and requesting a refund of the reinstatement fee.

E-mail from Mari Ross dated December 7, 2011


The Board discussed an e-mail sent by Mr. Mari B. Ross asking if a company whose principals/officers are not Maryland Professional Engineers can supervise the work of licensed Professional Engineers in Maryland.  Ms. Trust will reply to Mr. Ross and inform him that it is not acceptable.

OTHER BUSINESS


Ms. Trust stated that Mr. Loleas went to the Maryland Design Council meeting on December 5, 2011 and he reported to her he received no negative reactions to the Firm Permit Bill and that a Bill has been drafted to keep the Special Fund as permanent.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board:



Allen D. Brunson

41240

Todd E. Laine


41220


Michael B. Cahill

41239

Joseph J. Martulli

41223


Richard Calame

41227

Michael McCall

41226


Keith E. Cecil


41229

Lawrence J. Muse

41234


David Connolly

41222

Robert C. Naples

41219


Scott A. Drake


41230

Gary W. Schelton

41225


William M. Fegenbush
41221

Geoffrey A. Shaffer

41224


Jeffrey S. Flanders

41223

Erik Andrew Street

41218


Vincent Frantinardo

41232

Scott C. Tasso, Jr.

41241


Gregory P. Grayson

41242

Kevin M. Valent

41231


Patrick W. Klanac

41228
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 13, 2012.


Christopher W. Armstrong


Madelin S. O'Brien


Hassan Butt




Amol Moraya Ranade


Tammy L. Chang



Cheryl Lynne Reints


Robert Lee Delauter



Christopher William Rose


Nehal Desai




James K. Schmid


Paul William Dornsife


Laura M. Schumann


Adam William Entin



Ejigineh Simie


Rashad Farid




Jonathan Andrew Stamm


Alexander Joseph Forfa


Maxwell Anthony Stevens


Samantha Thompson-Gravelle

Alula G. Tesfahun


Tae-Uk Kim




Michelle Ann Vrikkis


Ying Liu




Kyle J. Walker


Liang Luo




David C. Wehe


Erin Ayn McKenna-Streyle


Mark B. Werrell


Leonard Horace Morgan


Ali A. Zamani


Ryan Brantly Orbison

ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (IX) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:20 p.m. 

__________ With Corrections           

__________ Without Corrections

Signed by:

Howard C. Harclerode, Chairman
Date:  February 9, 2012

