MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


December 13, 2012

Place:


2nd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Steven A. Arndt. PhD., P.E., Vice Chairman
                                    Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary




Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.



David G. Mongan, P.E.



       
Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Michael Miller, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Ruby L. Courtney, Administrative Secretary




Janet Morgan

Absent:     

Rosalind Yee                
CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2012 meeting as submitted. 
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to approve 35 applications for reciprocity as follows:


Faris Abboushi

42769

Michael G. Cummings
43078

Guido Inoa Alvarez

43071

Chad E. Emmonds

43079

Daniel S. Augusti

43072

Robert J. Ford


43080
John Bozzetto


43069

Timothy B. Fyock

42842


Reid D. Christianson

43073

Keith A. Halstead

43081


Kevin W. Chumbley

42825

Valentin Iordache

43082


Christopher A. Cobb

43074

Keith O. Leadbetter

43083


Robert T. Colbert

43075

Bobby H. Locklear

42805


Andrew Conklin

43077

Claudia Cecilia Marin

42869


Kevin P. Cronan

43076

William J. Marr

43084
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


Frank J. Miller, Jr.

43085

Mehul H. Soni


42836

Chad W. Moore

43086

Scottg A. Tollefson

43092

Prakash Ramaswamy 

42772

Binh Thanh Vo

42796

Steven J. Ramiza

43087

Matthew Lentz Welch

42864

Erik W. Reinhardt

43088

Craig W. West


43093

Nicholas Saenz

43089

James W. Wilson

43094

Brian N. Safa


43090

Dennis L. Zonts

Steven P. Siegel

43091
EXECUTIVE SESSION I



Motion (III) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:45 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:50 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on December 13, 2012.

            12-PE-08   Inactive.


12-PE-12   Consent Order mailed December 20, 2012. Waiting for response

12-PE-13   Inactive.
 


13-PE-01   Inactive.

13-PE-06   Close.


13-PE-07   Investigator's report being prepared.


13-PE-08   Criminal trial December 20, 2012.


12-PE 20   File under review.

& 21

13-PE-10   Offer Consent Order and $600 fine.

Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider applications of Advanced Drainage Systems, the Association for Practical and Professional Ethics, The Lubrizol Corporation, Michael J. Casey, Ph.D., P.E., Professional Development Options, and the St. Mary's Soil Conservation District.  The Board is requesting a biography on the presenter from Concepts and Designs, Inc., and better course descriptions from InfraMap Corporation. 
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NEW BUSINESS
Report of Joint Chairs Meeting

Chairman Harclerode stated that the Joint Chairs met on December 5, 2012 .  It was reported that the fund balance is approximately $240,000, which is down by $30,000 to $40,000.  He stated that the Board may have to raise the license and renewal fees.  The law limits the increase to 12%. A close watch will be kept on the fund balance.


Chairman Harclerode contacted a software company regarding electronic signatures and obtained pricing information.  He also stated that Board control of electronic signatures would stop anyone who is not licensed from obtaining a seal and therefore prevent unlicensed practice.  This matter will be discussed further once more information is gathered.
Possible Revisions to Reinstatement Guidelines

Mr. Miller reported that 171 applications for renewal had been flagged for audit as of December 13, 2012.  Out of the 171 applications flagged, 35 have not complied as of December 13, 2012.  Mr. Miller stated that the reinstatements are the most problematic of  the audits.  Dr. Arndt stated that the purpose of the audit is to monitor compliance of the continuing education requirements.

Motion (VI) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Dr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to audit all reinstatements.  This procedure will be re-visited in six months.
PE Exam Application for PE Taking Exam in Another Discipline


This matter will be deferred to next month's meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Guidelines for Audit of CPC Requirements

Mr. Miller distributed draft audit guidelines.  Ms. Trust reported that the Real Estate Board increased the fine for non-compliance of continuing education requirements which increased the compliance rate.  She stated that the Board needs to decide how lenient or severe the penalties for non-compliance should be.  This matter will be discussed further at the next meeting.

Update on Staff Issues

There is nothing new to report.
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Legislative Update

Ms. Trust reported that both Firm Permit Bills are in the Governor's office.
CORRESPONDENCE
E-Mail from Kent A. Abbud regarding Continuing Education and License Renewal

The Board received an e-mail dated December 4, 2012 regarding continuing education and license renewal.  His license renewal date was December 16, 2012.  He stated that he was unaware of the continuing education requirements until he received his renewal form in the mail on November 19, 2012.  He also stated that he attended a seminar sponsored by Chairman Harclerode on continuing education requirements for Professional Engineers. He stated he presented his case to Chairman Harclerode after the seminar and was instructed by Chairman Harclerode to submit has application prior to December 13, 2012 so that this issue could be addressed at the Board meeting on December 13, 2012.  It was determined that Mr. Abbud had attended enough seminars to meet the continuing education requirements to renew his license.
E-Mail from Charles Hurley regarding "Standards of Practice" for Renewal

The Board received an e-mail dated November 12, 2012 from Charles Hurley suggesting a change to the wording in the Regulations regarding "self-directed activity".  He found that the wording was too vague to offer much guidance to the licensee as to what would be acceptable to meet the renewal requirements.

Letter from Thomas Dudley Hixson regarding NSPE Licensure and Qualifications for Practice Committee


The Board received a letter dated November 6, 2012 from Thomas Dudley Hixson regarding NSPE Licensure and Qualifications for Practice Committee.  He currently serves on the that committee and has been asked to chair the Veterans' sub-committee to possibly prepare a policy statement regarding licensure encouragement and advice to qualified individuals who are returning from active duty military service.  Mr. Hixson wanted to know if the MD Board has adopted a policy or plan to encourage as assist military veterans who are qualified to seek licensure.  

After discussion of this issue, the Board came to the conclusion although there is no policy or plan in place for individuals returning from active duty, the Board would be willing to waive any late fees and continuing education requirements for individuals in this situation.  Ms. Edwards will draft a response to Mr. Hixson.
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News Release from NCEES regarding Credential Evaluations for the Records Program


The Board received a news release from NCEES notifying the Board that NCEES Credentials Evaluations service has been named the official educational credential evaluator for the Records Program effective December 1, 2012.  This new requirement was approved by the Board of Directors at the November 2012 meeting.  The Board found this news release to be informational.
E-Mail from Wajid Ali Khan regarding Reciprocity

The Board received an e-mail from Wajid Ali Khan dated December 10, 2012.  He is currently licensed in Pakistan, which is a provisional member of Washington Accord and applied for licensure by reciprocity and called to check on the status of his application.  After a discussion with Ms. Courtney, he was informed that he was not eligible for reciprocity because he was not licensed in any state or territory of the US and had not passed a written examination in the "Principles and Practice of Engineering" sanctioned by NCEES.

Mr. Wajid stated that the online application allows candidates with foreign degrees to apply for reciprocity and with 15 years of engineering work experience, he was requesting that the Board accept and process his application.

The Board confirmed that Mr. Wajid was not eligible for reciprocity.  Ms. Courtney will draft a response to Mr. Wajid.
Letter from Louis A. Raimondi dated December 4, 2012

The Board received a letter from Louis A. Raimondi dated December 4, 2012 endorsing the candidacy of Chairman Harclerode for the office of President-Elect of NCEES for the year 2013-2014. The NE Zone Boards will be required to nominate someone for this position at the upcoming Interim Zone Meeting in May 2012 in Cape May, NJ.
OTHER BUSINESS


Motion (VII) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to nominate Dr. Arndt for NE Zone Assistant Vice President. 
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board:



Jan Guenther Bakker

42847

William H. Martin

42827

Nina C. Bradstreet

42859

Casey M. McKinley

42862


Kevin Castro


42828

Morton D. McMillen

42856


Greggrey G. Cohen

42860

Gregg Nelson Mendenhall
42868

David P. Deberardino

42854

Ramon C. Menendez

42837

Leoubaine Dumond

42790

Alan M. Mersek

42849

Eugene M. Dwyer

42845

Richard M. Myerson 

42846

Paul M. Dykstra

42830

Irene D. Nath


42872


Jeffrey R. Ellis

42840

Michael J. Osburn

42841

Bruce A. English

42863

Matthew Alexander Quigg
42850

Rachid J. Farah

42858

Michael S. Roach

42861

Brian M. Flood

42831

Michael W. Shelton

42851

Jonathan  Ray Gillespie
42838

Brent A. Snyder

42866

Glen L. Hunt, III

42857

Kevin Patrick Sullivan
42767

Zachary D. Kates

42867

Scott A. Tomlinson

42855

Gregory R. Kingsley

42853

Hiram Lowry Tribble, Jr. 
42826

Sarah M. Kirwin

42834

Michael D. Underwood
42835

Katherine Helene Klavon
42865

Steven R. Vecke

42852

James A. Krozser

42848

Thomas Eric Walstrom
42800

William Joseph Lahti

42733

Steve A. Weber

42843

Scott P. Lockwood

42873

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 12, 2013.


Skandakumar H. Abeyesekere

Jessica Emrick

Mahmut Mutlay Abga



Larisa Feldsher


Alexis M. Allman



Benjamin A. Foltz


Daniel T. Beaver



Nathan J. Fuller


Aaron G. Bertoldi



Brian Patrick Gallagher


Danielle Morgan Bowser


Subin K. George


Jeremy Fisher Butz



Michael John Gesell


Jason TszShun Chan



Justin Marcus Hall


Yuwei Wayne Chang



Danielle M. Hankins


Kendry A. Contreas



Christopher A. Hayward


Adwait B. Das




Jorg C. Huckabee-Mayfield


Jack A. Dawson



Derrick S. Kennedy


David R. Dierker



Anthony V. Le


Jennifer L. Dietrich



Christopher John Luciani


Daniel R. Drennan



Richard Andrew Mayer
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 12, 2013 (Cont'd).


Matthew Alan McCarty


Chad Michael Schneider



Allyson C. Merola



Robert James Sloan

Roberto M. Morales



Mohammad Soltani-Nia

Scott Andrew Murray



Brian S. Strawhand

Asnake Z. Negussie



Tyler Anthony Swenor

Caroline E. Newcombe


Abdul Nadi Syed

Michael A. Newhouse



Julie Melissa Trick

Robert Daniel O'Brien


Daniel S. Vatandoost

Craig M. Parks



Justin Paul Walter

Jigneshkumar R. Patel



Paul M. White

Niravkumar M. Patel



Robin Anne White


Mark Eric Pavkov



Gregory G. Wissman


Kyle D. Petterman



Emebet Worku Neda


James H. Phillips



Christopher David Wozniak


JeremyMichael Potter



Tinju Zhu

APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 12, 2013.


Motion (VIII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Dr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to deny four applications for the Principles and Practice of Engineering exam to he held April 12, 2013 because the applicants' qualifications did not meet the Board's requirements.

ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (IX) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Perrin,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:10 p.m. 

__________ With Corrections           

__________ Without Corrections

__________________________________
               ___________________
Howard C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman

   Date
