MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


February 12, 2009
Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room

500 North Calvert Street  

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman
Steven A. Arndt, P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary
Eugene C. Harvey, P.E.

Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela Edwards, Assistant Executive Director

Milena Trust, Counsel to the Board




Susan Cherry, Chief of Litigation

Dorothy Matricciani, Administrative Secretary



Robert  Mead, Executive Director, MSPE




Elaine Flynn

Absent:

Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




Rosalind L. Yee
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES
The minutes of the January 8, 2009 meeting were approved as submitted. 
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Harvey, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to approve 47 applications for reciprocity as follows: 
Tarek Alkhrdaji

36510

Richard M. Knudsen

36511

Leon F. Anderson

36381

Fabian Lehmann

36903

Brent D.  Beatty

36894

Joseph J. Mieczkowski
36889

Elin A. Betanzo

36900

Belynda F. Miranda

36386

Donel S. Bianchi

36897

Matthew J. Moyer

36907

Joseph A. Bove

36902

Venisri Nagulapati

36904

Diyar Bozkurt


36821

Williams D. Nichols

36898

Anthony A. Caiazzo

36899

Stephen J. Palac

36843
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)

David R. Campbell

36910

Annamalai S. Palaniappan
36917


Jason D. Casey

36472

Douglas E. Peel

36905


Jeremy W. Clark

36883

Steven T. Peterson

36914


Robert A. Clark

36908

Kibby M. Powell

36838


James R. Crenshaw Jr.
36901

Gregory G. Rice

36845


Sharon K. Cruz

36896

Dan J. Say


36819


Michael R. Dale

36876

Brian S. Sedgwick

36911


Matthew R. Davis

36820

Oren Skidelsky

36915


William A. England

36857

Charles R. Smith

36906


Joseph M. Furio

36921

Brian A. Strohl

36909


Karen Gesa


36895

Jeffrey J. Stuchel

36916


Gholamreza S. Ghorbanpoor
36918

Michael W. Szynal

36913


Larry P. Gould


36919

Christina M. Terpeluk

36877


Kevin A. Guest

36920

Yan Wang


36847


Donald H. Hughes

36491

Edward N. Wiredu

36912


Jerald W. King

36474

EXECUTIVE SESSION I 

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Harvey, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:33 a.m., at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:15 a.m.

The Board discussed a report from NCEES of a possible collusion involving two candidates for the October 2008 Fundamentals of Engineering Examination.  The report was thoroughly reviewed by a committee assembled by the Acting Executive Director. 


After a lengthy discussion, Motion (III) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Harvey, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendation of the committee to advise NCEES to invalidate the test results of one exam candidate and to release the grades of the other.


The Board discussed a question from an engineer whose license was approved for reinstatement with the provision that all plans that he signed and sealed during the time his license was expired were reviewed, approved and signed and sealed by another engineer.  The engineer questioned the Board’s policy for acceptability of who could re-sign and re-seal plans, i.e., could it be an engineer from one’s firm who is familiar with the projects or must it be a third party engineer.  After discussion, the Board determined that if there are no ethics or competency issues involved, then a licensed engineer from one’s firm may review, re-sign and re-seal the 
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plans; if competency and ethics issues are involved, then a third-party engineer, independent of one’s firm and the project, must review, re-sign and re-seal the plans.  The Board advises that this will be its policy when plans are required to be reviewed, re-signed and re-sealed and that this policy will be applied individually to each case as the circumstances merit.

Meeting with Examination Candidate


The Board met with an examination candidate for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination who was appealing the two-year waiting period after three unsuccessful attempts to pass the exam.  The candidate also expressed concern about the low pass rates for the exam and implied that there might be a problem with the exams.  

The Board advised the candidate that:  1) it could not waive the 2-year waiting period because it is governed by Section 14-309(c) of the Engineers’ Law which requires that “an applicant who fails two re-examinations may take the exam again only on a new application that is submitted to the Board at least two years after the applicant last failed a reexamination”; and 2) the Board has no control over test grades and pass rates.  These areas are controlled by NCEES.

EXECUTIVE SESSION II
Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:35 a.m., at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 11:02 a.m.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints and license reinstatement issues discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on February 12, 2009.

05-PE-17:   Still under review by Assistant Attorney General’s office.

07-PE-07:   Response received from respondent will be forwarded to expert witness for                                    review.  Ms. Cherry will request final report from expert witness.
07-PE-16:   Cases still under investigation.
       & 19   

08-PE-04:   Additional information received from respondent was turned over to the                                         expert witness for review.
08-PE-05:   Awaiting report from expert witness.

08-PE-25:   Waiting for investigator to review case

09-PE-03:   Waiting for investigator to review case.   

09-PE-04:    Consent Order signed; fine paid.  Recommend close case.
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09-PE-05:    Consent Order signed; fine paid.  Hold case open for information on re-                                          signing and sealing of documents.
09-PE-06:    Offer Consent Order and fine.  Send letter regarding misunderstanding of                                       date on renewal notice.

09-PE-07:    Send 10-day response letter.


The Board discussed the possibility of revising the renewal notice to make the date of license expiration more apparent to the licensee.  Ms. Edwards will check on this and advise the Board at the March meeting.         
The Complaint Committee reviewed five applications for reinstatement of license, and recommends reinstatement with a warning letter for all of the applicants. 

Motion (V) was made by Mr. Arndt,  seconded by Mr. Harvey, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

NEW BUSINESS

· Ms. Edwards reported on the following:  1) a Personal Identification Number (PIN) has been issued for the “investigator” position.  This position will now be advertised; and 2) interviewing is scheduled to begin for the Outreach Coordinator position.

· The Board reviewed an application for a reciprocal license in which the verification of licensure and exams was provided “on-line” from the Indiana Board.  Information regarding the date of the exams, number of hours, and whether they were NCEES or state specific exams was not provided.  The Indiana Board advised the candidate that verifications were only being done electronically and not by paper.  After discussion, the Board decided that because all of the required information was not provided, it was not able to approve the applicant’s request for licensure.  Further information on the verification process would have to be obtained before the Board could make a 

decision.  The Board asked Ms. Edwards to contact the Indiana Board to inquire about this process.

· Mr. Mead said that the Maryland Society for Professional Engineers’ (MSPE) Banquet will be held at the Engineers’ Club on February 20.  Twenty-one new licensees have signed up to attend the event and will receive their wall certificates.  The Secretary of the Department of the Environment, Shari Wilson, will be the speaker.  Also in attendance will be Colonel Brian Kelm, P.E., Commander of the Engineering Corps of the Maryland Defense Force.  Mr. Mead said that the MSPE 
encourages those in the engineering field to join the Engineering Corps.    
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OLD BUSINESS

· Ms. Edwards said that regarding the “request for proposals,” (RFP), for a testing contractor, she had a productive meeting yesterday, and hopes that one more meeting next week will result in the selection of a contractor.

CORRESPONDENCE
· The Board reviewed a letter from Erik R. Shearer, dated January 28, 2009, inquiring if it will award one years’ credit toward the work experience requirement for the P.E. exam for a five-year degree, which includes both a Bachelor and Master of Architectural Engineering from Pennsylvania State University.  After discussion, the Board determined that it would award one years’ credit toward the work experience requirement for the Masters portion of the combined degree.  

· The Board reviewed a memorandum from Thomas E. Perez, Secretary of the Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation, dated January 30, 2009, reiterating   departmental policies regarding activities involving the General Assembly and requesting that every Board and Commission member be mindful of the State Ethics Commission’s position regarding Board members and legislative activity.

· The Board reviewed a memorandum from Doris I. Willmer, P.E., Chair, Special Committee on Bylaws, dated January 16, 2009, listing proposed amendments to the NCEES Bylaws that will be offered at the 2009 Annual Meeting.  The Board decided that it generally agrees with both amendments, but will defer this correspondence to its Board meeting on April 9 for further discussion.  

· The Board reviewed a letter from Robert C. Grubic, P.E., President, Pennsylvania Board for Professional Engineers, dated December 22, 2008, endorsing David H. Widmer, P.L.S. for the position of NCEES Northeast Zone Vice President.

· The Board reviewed a letter from Edward L. Robinson, P.E., P.S., Vice President,

West Virginia Board for Professional Engineers, dated January 30, 2009, endorsing Leonard Timms, Jr., P.E., for President-Elect of NCEES.  The Board decided to defer this correspondence to its April 9, 2009 Board meeting.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY

The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were 

administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board.


Billy R. Alumbaugh

36853

Kevin S. Lee


36887


Dan A. Brown


36861

Paul L. Leonard

36890
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)

John A. Carroll

36844

Shahram Lotfi


36822


Andrew L. Casolini Dal Bo
36892

Brian J. May


36881


Jeffrey L. Cooke

36839

Ryan S. McDonough

36863


Edward M. Deegan, Jr.
36855

Robert L. Queathem

36848


David M. Harmanos

36874

Donald
 W. Schildt, Jr.
36858


Andrew M. Harvey

36893

Frederic C. Schwarzkopf
36879


Geoffrey S. Holmes

36873

Scott S. Stannard

36852


Wilson K. Hu


36882

John J. Szabados

36891

David J. Klimas

36846

Renae M. Torborg

36840


Everette H. Knight

36854

Brian A. Turner

36849

Gerald J. Kroupa, Jr.

36443

Scott N. Zabilansky

36875


Richard L. Lawrence

36878


APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR LICENSURE BY RECIPROCITY


Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Harvey, seconded by Mr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to deny two applications for licensure by reciprocity because the applicants’ did not meet the requirements for licensure in the State of Maryland.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 24, 2009

The following applications were approved for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held April 24, 2009.

Alicia D. Abad



Luis Munilla

Howard E. Abramowitz


Tuong N. Nguyen


Amanda R. Acton



Asif Noor


David F. Alfonte



Cyriacus C. Ofoegbu


John L. Anderson



Cahit Ogunc

Mohamed A. Azim



William N. Pines

Edward L. Bradley



Jothsna B. Rao


Brooke C. Campanell



Richard M. Rinick


Michael J. Cavanaugh



Michael J. Schroeder


Yanique E. Conway



Hale M. Shilling


David J. Eason



David G. Smith

Zhuo Fan




Walter G. Sopkowicz


Joan I. Fernandez



Wesley L. Stiles


Nichol T. Galloway



Rajarajan Subramanian


Tejal J. Gami




Andy W. Trimpin

Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – February 12, 2009

Page 7

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 24, 2009 (Cont’d.)


Bartholomew P. Hogan


Pang Tu


George W. Holmes



Doreen P. Vaughan-Braimbridge


Lucas A. Hurt




Hugh F. Voehl, III


Richard A. Iafolla



Linda D. Ward


Brent A. Jarvi




Robert J. Warren


Matthew K. Jones



Chaar Wassim


Yatin R. Joshi 




Jacob S. Weir


Markus R. Kusuma



Je H. Yeon


Mathew A. Mampara



Thavy Young


Matthew C. Manofsky


Xiadong Zhang


Vaibhav H. Mehta

APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 24, 2009


Motion (VII) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Harvey, and unanimously carried to deny two applicants for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held April 24, 2009 because the applicants qualifications did not meet the Board’s requirements.  The applications were discussed at the Board meeting.

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (VIII) was made by Ms. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:04 p.m.
__________ With Corrections                   
_____X____ Without Corrections
Signed by:   Howard C. Harclerode, P.E.,



     


                    Chairman
