MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


January 8, 2009
Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room

500 North Calvert Street  

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman
Steven A. Arndt, P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary
Eugene C. Harvey, P.E.

Sallye E. Perrin, P.E. 
Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela Edwards, Assistant Executive Director

Milena Trust, Counsel to the Board




Dorothy Matricciani, Administrative Secretary
Absent:

Rosalind L. Yee

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES
The minutes of the December 11, 2008 meeting were approved as submitted. 
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (I) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to approve 18 applications for reciprocity as follows: 

Christopher D. Alverson
36830

James J. Massura

36836


Shahram Behnia

36219

Valerie A. Merida

36220


Robert J. Bohnak

36831

Weston L. Moyers

36506


Yunxiang Chen

36832

Karthikeyan H. Obla

36475

James M. Crothers

36451

Christopher R. Rivera

36507


William B. Edwards

36833

David J. Sands


36407


William D. Friedah

36834

Matthew R. Sheats

36405


Robbyn E. Glisson

36835

Robert C. Strunk

36837


Michael R. Kissinger

36496

Kenton C. Weber

36455
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Harvey, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:42 a.m., at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:26 a.m.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints and license reinstatement issues discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on January 8, 2009.

05-PE-17:   Still under review by Assistant Attorney General’s office.

07-PE-07:   Waiting for report from expert witness; then refer case to office of                                                 Administrative Hearings.
07-PE-16:   Cases still under investigation.
       & 19   

08-PE-04:   Additional information received from Respondent will be turned over to the                                  expert witness for review.
08-PE-05:   Awaiting report from expert witness.

08-PE-25:   Waiting for investigator to review case

09-PE-03:   Waiting for investigator to review case.   

09-PE-04:    Offer Consent Order and $500 fine.

09-PE-05:    Offer Consent Order and $500 fine.

The Complaint Committee reviewed five applications for reinstatement of license, and recommends reinstatement with a warning letter for one of the applicants, requesting additional information from two of the applicants, and offering a Consent Order and fine for the other two applicants. 

Motion (III) was made by Mr. Harvey, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

OLD BUSINESS

· Mr. Arndt provided the Board with a set of recommended changes to the Professional Engineers’ Law that he compiled based on previous discussion at the August 2008 Board meeting.  The recommended changes are:  1) addition of a Certificate of Authorization requirement; 2) incorporation of a requirement for continuing education (CEUs); 3) modification to Section 14-305(d) to no longer permit licensing without an engineering degree; 4) modification of 14-305(b) and (c) to permit candidates who hold an earned Ph.D. and a B.S. or equivalent to not have to take the 
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Fundamentals of Engineering examination; and 5) incorporation of a new category, “Professional Engineer Retired,” to permit licensees who no longer practice to retain the right to use the title “Professional Engineer.”
After a lengthy discussion on each item, and taking into consideration the Board members’ suggestions, it was agreed that Mr. Arndt would prepare another draft to be reviewed at the February meeting.

Mr. Harvey suggested reviewing the previous legislative package that was proposed some years’ ago to determine if some of the items contained in that package could be incorporated in the new package.

Mr. Mead reported on the status of continuing education requirements in the neighboring states.  He said that Virginia’s regulation should be in place by March and would require 16 hours of continuing education units every two years.  There are no approved providers or courses.  Pennsylvania and West Virginia have a similar situation.  Mr. Mead said that the Maryland Society for Professional Engineers (MSPE) is preparing to make sure that it can offer CEU programs in Maryland to Virginia licensees.  

· Ms. Edwards reported on the status of the Request for Proposals (RFP) for a testing contractor for the exams.  She said that progress has been stalled but that she is attending a meeting this afternoon and hopes to see some advancement.  

· Regarding the funding of delegates for the 2009 Northeast Zone Interim Meeting, it was determined that Mr. Harclerode will be the funded delegate and Messrs. Arndt and Farninas will also attend.  Ms. Edwards will provide them with information on out-of-state car travel.

NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Harclerode announced that he will run for Treasurer of NCEES and would appreciate the Board’s support in this endeavor.  Mr. Farinas said that Mr. Harclerode has been extremely active in NCEES; he is well-organized and has done a great job for the State of Maryland representing the Board at NCEES.  Mr. Farinas said he will draft a letter to the states in the Northeast region soliciting support for Mr. Harclerode.
Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Harvey, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried 
to endorse Mr. Harclerode for the position of Treasurer of NCEES.
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· The Board reviewed a request from an applicant who was denied licensure by reciprocity because of an insufficient amount of work experience and decided that the applicant should complete the Curriculum Checklist (Form 4) and the Board would again review his application to determine if he could be awarded credit toward the work experience requirement for his graduate degrees.   

CORRESPONDENCE

· The Board reviewed a letter from Steve Ross, of Knight Enterprises, Inc., a cable operator contractor, requesting information on the requirements to obtain licensing for design engineering and low voltage telecommunications.  After discussion, the Board determined that a Professional Engineers’ license would be required for design engineering and that he should be referred to the Electricians’ Board and the Business License Information System website for further information on licensing.  

· The Board reviewed a letter from Garry Slatnick, Chief of General Accounting, announcing that there has been a decrease in the personal mileage rate for expense reports.  The new rate of 55.0 cents per mile was effective January 1, 2009.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY

The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were 

administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board.


Timothy C. Abshagen

36823

Javier Ortiz-Velez

36457

Steven P. Black, Jr.

36508

Todd E. Palmer

36509


Matthew D. Brubaker

36485

Michael R. Rehberg

36469


Charles R. Discasey

36514

Jeffrey C. Sharpe

36827


Robert J. Figuerido

36824

Chad D. Sikkenga

36828


Jeffrey M. Kirby

36825

Robert E. Steffen

36829


Sean M. O’Brien

36826

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 24, 2009

The following applications were approved for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held April 24, 2009.

Thomas W. Adams



Shawn A. Jorgenson

Aminata B. Alharazim


Jennifer L. Kahl


Mary P. Andrews



John K. Kesler


Joseph T. Arcano



Brian Y. Kim
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 24, 2009 (Cont’d.)


Mohammad M. Ayyoubi


Andrew K. Kioko

Robert F. Barrick



Joel K. Kostelac


Chethana D. Basavanna


James Lee


Anthony R. Becker



Sangyeol Lee


Matthew R. Bezanson



Bryce C. Lehman


Mikhail C. Bhosle



Camylyn M. Lewis


Kevin M. Bishoff



Geging Liu


Timothy J. Blanch



Nicholas W. Loke


Bruce A. Brubaker
 


Scott M. Maccumbee


John K. Burke




Elaine A. Magdinec


Randall S. Burks



Michael J. Mannion


Bonnie S. Carr




Tiffany J. Matthews-Lay


Wan-Shee Chang



Joseph A. Mayer, Jr.


Aniruddha Chatterjee



Mingming McRobie


Kanwarpreet Chauhan



Fikru Mekonnen


Naglaa C. Chemenju



Luelseged A. Mengistu


Voraphan Chonnapasatid


Sushmita Mitra


Timothy J. Clark



Whitney J. Morlock


Andrew D. Cole



Carey M. Nagoda


Steven D. Collins



Stefan M. Nock


Patrick L. Coppage



Anthony Osei


Orion D. Craigue



Michael R. Paraskewich


Winston K. Crow



Venugopala Parepalli


Steven H. Demars



Rae A. Rhoderick


Thomas V. Deppe



Philip D. Rhodes


Vipul V. Dessai



Benjamin P. Robertson III


Mark Dickerson



Silpa S. Rodkani


Josha D. Dupee



Nina M. Rodriguez


Jonathan R. Eckman



Amir Sadjadpour


El Hadj Fall




Manikandan Sankaran


Nicholas Z. Farver



Jose M. Santiago


Kenneth W. Findley



Nicholas J. Sceggell


Michael C. Finkbeiner


Michael J. Seering


Brian L. Fisher



Himadri M. Shah


Austin M. Freeman



James W. Shey


Glenn A. George



John A. Sodimu, Jr.


Matthew R. Haberle



Andrew G. Stine


William B. Handley



John J. Szeliga
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 24, 2009 (Cont’d.)


Sangjoon Han




Xiaohong Tang

Robert B. Harrington



Misrak Tatek


Danielle R. Hartley



Christopher Turnbull


Ira L. Helms




Narayan Venkatesan


Douglas M. Hrobak



John E. Walker, Jr.


Xiaoting Hu




Michael D. Weinert


Trenton W. Hughes



James R. Wheeler


Koustubh M. Jain



James W. Whitehead, Jr., IV


David A. Jennings



Regina I. Williams


Stephen A. Jerrick



Cheryl P. Young


Anthony Johnson



Irene W. Yu


Dawn E. Jorgenson



Peter C. Zitta 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (V) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:55 a.m.
__________ With Corrections                                   
_____X____Without Corrections
Signed by:  Howard C. Harclerode, P.E.




 
       Chairman
