MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


January 13, 2011

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Steven A. Arndt, Ph.D., P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary




David G. Mongan, P.E.




Sandra J. Murphy




Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




Rosalind L. Yee

Others Present:
Jay Hutchins, Executive Director




Pamela J. Edwards, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board

 


Ruby L. Courtney, Secretary

CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Dr. Arndt,  seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2010 meeting as submitted.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to approve 27 applications for reciprocity as follows:


Uzoma H. Ahiarakwe

39637

Prakash Patel


39682

Alice M. Carter

39672

Robert B. Paullus

39683


Paul R. Clinghan

39673

Rex L. Pearce


39602


Andrew S. Clothier

39648

Steven E. Riley

39526


Indrabrata Deb

39674

Joseph W. Schaad

39684


William H. Fitzjohn, Jr.
39675

Kunjan N. Shukla 

38652


Brennan L. Glantz

39590

Arpan B. Tailor

39605


John E. James


39676

Mario A. Toscano

39685


Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – January 13, 2011

Page 2

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)


William J. Keil

39677

Peter Z. Lai


39678


Andrew J. Kral

39693

Annie C. Tsao


39686


Hector J. Lacsa

39679

Andrew W. Wedel

39687


Reza Mirzai


39680

Erik S. Wolfe


39659


Henry W. Moncure

39681

Edward P. Zimmerman
39688


Krupa K. Patel



EXECUTIVE SESSION 


Motion (III) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Dr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:51 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:10 a.m.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints and license reinstatement issues discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on January 13, 2011.


07-PE-16:   Hearing held January 6, 2011.

       
& 19:      


10-PE-21:   Hold for decision from West Virginia Board before taking further action.


11-PE-04:   Send to Investigator.


11-PE-05:   Send 10-day response letter.


11-PE-06:   Offer Consent Order and fine.



11-PE-07:   Under review.



The Complaint Committee reviewed five applications for reinstatement of license and recommends reinstatement with a warning letter for all.


Motion (IV) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.
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NEW BUSINESS

Report on Joint Chairs meeting



Mr. Harclerode reported that the Joint Chairs met on December 15, 2010.  He stated that he acquired a copy of Florida’s statute regarding electronic signing and sealing for future discussion.  

Certificate of Authorization


Mr. Harclerode stated that the Joint Chairs discussed the issue of certificate of authorization.  He informed the Joint Chairs of the PE Board’s desire to require that a full-time employee be in responsible charge.  The Board of Architects is keeping its requirement that a director be in responsible charge and the Landscape Architects and Land Surveyors also favor director although the land surveyors would support full-time employee. 


Mr. Harclerode stated that he prefers that the PE Board require a director to be in responsible charge.  Several board members were opposed to that concept.  Mr. Harclerode stated that he recognizes that architect firms tend to be smaller organizations than engineering firms.  In small Maryland engineering firms, the engineers could be employees and directors, but in large national engineering firms, it is less likely that a professional engineer would be a director.  It is feared that if the Board requires a director to be in responsible charge, it will drive large firms to form small LLCs to conform with the law.  Ms. Perrin stated that this legislation will put a burden on firms.  She stated that this requirement will create a lot of work for the staff just to keep some firms from using term “engineering”.  David Mongan said he would be more amenable to using the term “officer”.


Ms. Trust stated that the Landscape Architect Board requires the landscape architect in responsible charge to be an officer of the corporation or partnership.   The Land Surveyors’ Board requires the person in responsible charge to be an officer, employee, or agent.  Some of the boards are concerned that if a full-time employee is required, firms will hire a licensee for one project and then let the person go when the project is over.


Ms. Perrin stated that she would be amenable to some sort of registration that does not force a firm to create a shell company and is not a burden on staff.  
Steven Arndt stated that he thinks the concept of having someone who is in charge of a company being a licensed professional is a good thing.  The problem is if this is not done in a reasonable way, firms will form shell companies.  Pastor Farinas suggested using Board for Professional Engineers
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“director or officer”.   Ms. Perrin noted that in most corporations, the board of directors are not employees.


Ms. Trust suggested defining or describing the person instead of using a label., i.e. “person responsible for making decision or in control of the practice of engineering in an entity”.  The Board members were agreeable to this idea.  Ms. Trust will draft language and distribute it to the Board members.  Mr. Harclerode said that he will take the proposal back to the Joint Chairs for discussion.

Board Presidents’ Assembly


Mr. Harclerode stated the he will be attending the NCEES Board Presidents’ Assembly in Atlanta,  February 10-12.  The Board Presidents’ Assembly is held every two years.  If anyone has any issues they would like discussed, they should let him know.  

OLD BUSINESS

Update on Northeast Zone Meeting


Mr. Harclerode stated that the agenda for the Northeast zone meeting has been finalized with Dave Widmer.  Joan Dunne, consumer member of the Land Surveyors Board has offered to help with finalizing the arrangements for tours, and transportation, etc.  

Continuing Professional Competency Regulations 


The Board discussed the draft regulations for “continuing professional competency” (CPC).   Mr. Harclerode suggested that Regulation .07G be revised.  Credit for attendance at exam development committee meetings should be worth a maximum of 8 per year.  Credit for writing questions which are accepted for use on the engineering exam should be worth a maximum of 6 per year.   


Motion (V) by David Mongan, seconded by Pastor Farinas, and unanimously carried to award a maximum of 8 credits per year for attendance at exam development committee meetings, and award a maximum of 6 credits per year for writing questions which are accepted for use on the engineering exam.  


Motion (VI) by Pastor Farinas, seconded by David Mongan and unanimously carried to propose promulgation of the Continuing Competency Regulations.  
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Request for Proposals (RFP)


Regarding the “Request for Proposals” (RFP) for a testing contractor, Ms. Edwards stated that the matter is scheduled before the Board of Public Works on February 23, 2011.  A letter notifying the vendor of the possibility of computer-based testing and the potential impact it may have on a contract was sent.

CORRESPONDENCE 


The Board received a letter from the Pennsylvania Registration Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists nominating David H. Widmer as a candidate for Treasurer of the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying.  


The Board received copies of the FE and PE exam statistics for the October 2010 exams.


Steven Arndt noted that the Naval Academy programs were ranked extremely high and the University of Maryland went up in standings and is now ranked 17th.


Steven Arndt stated that he has been appointed to the ABET Technology Accreditation Committee by NCEES.


The Board reviewed a memo from Secretary Sanchez dated January 10, 2011 setting forth the Department’s legislative policy.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board.


Ami R. Billman

39641

Charles W. Law, Jr.

39645


Riley W. Birmingham

39690

Jeffrey D. Ledy

39656


David W. Cocke

39657

Dan S. Leyendecker

39660


Jack M. Delong, Jr.

39668

Douglas P. Mastropietro
39646


Michael J. Dinolfo

39644

Mark D. McGuire

39649


Clayton D. Freels

39664

Christopher P. Mosley
39669

Eric A. Gilbert 

39640

David A. Pape


39661


Kenneth D. Gilbert

39653

Ronald C. Roche

39666
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d)

           Stephen C. Hale    

39638

Christopher S. Shaffer

39662

           Matthew D. Holbrook

39651

Mansour Shirivani

39692


           Devonne M. Jackson

39642

Denise R. Skully

39512

           Daniel C. Jocelyn 

39654

Mark R. Tuttle


39665

           William V. Joerger  

39663

Baxter E. Vieux

39667

           Michael J. Kohlmeier

39650

Jeffrey R. Wright

39643

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 8, 2011


The following applications were approved for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held April 8, 2011.


Jeffrey R Ainsworth



Heath A Edelman





Vishwas S Aragam



Elaine Flinn





Mark Hans Arvidson



Emmanuel T Fombang



Kofi Ayensu




Jason Foster




Ryan Dale Barth



Michael Steven Furst



Eric M Boyer




Umesh Sudhakar Gadre



Colby William Brungart


Kent Keigh Gibson


William Briton Byrd



Brandon M Gott


Jeffrey Daniel Cheng



Stephen Jame Gyurisin



Ali Chini




Daniel A Haileselassie


Neville I. Clarke



Andrew Layne Hall


Brandon R. Conheim



Andrew D Hanke


Worede Atnafu Deresh


Tri Hardono



Sanal Djimbinov



Carl J Hopson





Fu-Hsiung Huang



Jinder Pal Singh




Evan Patrick Hughes



Robert Troy Levin


Phillip Samer Kassir



William David Snyder


Abraham Kefyalew



Craig Michael Steigerwalt


Amr M Aziz Khalil



Mark A. Stratton


Andrew Lacovara



Melinda Leigh Strevig


Nathaniel Hart Lehigh



Brian Christopher Strojny


Nicholas Lamarre Lindow


Robert Brian Tetrick



Yueqiang Liu




Swaroopa Tirumalesetty



Any R Longcrier



Gladys Ogbonne Udenta
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 8, 2011 (Cont’d)
Lei Lou




Sushant Upadhyaya


Pramod K Maheshwari


Christopher Eric Viehman


Jason T McGibbon



Jason Christopher Walus


Eric Paul McMahon



Christopher Charles Weaver

Jermel Miller




Robert Walsh Westerman


Michael Louis Mudalel


Robert Lee White


Mark David Novak



Linda Marie Wolfe


Michael Todd Ryan



Robert Edward Woodson Jr.


Amanda Ann Radcliffe


Xuejun Yang


Michael Richardson Sachs










APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEEERING EXAMINATION – APRIL 8, 2011


Motion (VII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to deny 12 applicants for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held April 8, 2011 because the applicants’ qualifications did not meet the Board’s requirements.  The applications were discussed at the Board meeting.

ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:35 a.m. 

___________  With Corrections           

_____x_____  Without Corrections

Signed by: Howard C. Harclerode, P.E. 

                  Chairman

