MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


October 8, 2009
Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room

500 North Calvert Street  

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman
Steven A. Arndt, P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary
Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.

Sandra J. Murphy

Rosalind L. Yee
Others Present:
Pamela Edwards, Acting Executive Director

Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Shannon Davis, Outreach Coordinator
Dorothy Matricciani, Administrative Secretary
Gillian Scott
Absent:

Eugene C. Harvey, P.E.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES
The minutes of the September 10, 2009 meeting were approved as submitted.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 29 applications for reciprocity as follows: 

James R. Baker

37910

Hugh F. McNutt

37899


Yafeng Cao


37909

Thomas J. Meyer

37906


Adam P. Cochran

37817

James N. Miller

37916


Kevin J. Davis


37907

Stephen F. Olsen

37889


John C. Duchock

37090

Eugene A. Scherrer

37912


Thomas A. Duttlinger

37840

Ronald G. Schubert

37911


Roger A. Eaton

37915

Robert M. Silver

37914


Marshall S. Epler

37903

Lawrence E. Sivak

37913


Daniel B. Havens

37904

Gary T. Smith


37823

Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – October 8, 2009
Page 2

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)

Henry H. Hirsch

37902

Eric C. Vanhorn

37781

Christopher L .Kabatt

37882

Farid Vessal


37905


Nageshwarreddy N. Karnati
37833

Michael J. Walker

37908


Daniel A. Lindsay

37900

Steven S. Wunderlich

37898

Sayed G. Mahmoudpour
37901

Pedro Zepeda


37897


Pablo Mancheno

37834

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Ms. Yee, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:45 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:15 a.m.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints and license reinstatement issues discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on October 8, 2009.

05-PE-17:   Pre-charge letter was sent to Office of Administrative Hearings; no hearing      
       date has been set at this time.
07-PE-07:   Hearing has been scheduled for November 4 and 5.

07-PE-16:   Send to Assistant Attorney General’s office for pre-charge.
       & 19    
08-PE-04:   Send to Assistant Attorney General’s office for Consent Order.
08-PE-25:   Civil case was resolved.  Send letter to complainant inquiring if there is any                       additional information to be submitted.
09-PE-10:   Received letter from respondent.  Ms. Cherry will contact respondent                                            regarding Consent Order.
09-PE-11:   Recommend close case based on letter received from respondent’s attorney.

10-PE-01:   Response received from respondent.  Refer case to investigator.

10-PE-02:   Consent Order signed; fine paid.  Recommend close case.

10-PE-03:   Send 10-day response letter.

The Complaint Committee reviewed two applications for reinstatement of license.  The licenses were lapsed three and six renewal periods.  The Committee recommends reinstatement with a warning letter for both applicants.  
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Motion (III) was made by Ms. Yee, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.
MEETING WITH F.E. EXAM CANDIDATE


The Board met with Mr. Gillian Scott, a candidate for the Fundamentals of Engineering examination whose application was denied because his degree did not meet the requirements of the Curriculum Checklist (Form 4), in the areas of Basic Science and Math.  Mr. Gillian advised the Board that he took the courses in question at the high school level in his country, but did not include the courses on Form 4 because they were not a part of his degree.  


The Board advised Mr. Scott to revise Form 4 to include the Basic Science and Math courses that he took in high school, have the school provide proof of such in the form of a transcript, and also provide the syllabi from Cambridge International Examinations, the institution that assessed the post eleventh grade pre-university two-year Advance Level General Certificate of Education program, which included the Basic Science and Math courses.  Mr. Scott asked the Board if he could meet the requirements for Basic Science with 14 credit hours instead of 15.  Mr. Harclerode said this may be possible depending on the information contained in the syllabi from Cambridge.                           

Ms. Edwards advised Mr. Scott to submit a new application, revised Form 4 to include the Math and Basic Science courses that he took in high school, transcript from his high school, and syllabi from Cambridge International Examinations, if he wishes to apply for the April 2010 FE exam.         
NEW BUSINESS
· Ms. Trust said that during the 2009 Session, the General Assembly enacted legislation that expanded the definition of “public body” under the Open Meetings Act.  This new legislation, which became effective October 1, 2009, has a direct impact on the Design Boards that in the past have had a number of taskforces that involved both members of the boards and representatives of the industry and educational institutions.  Overlapping Practice Panel meetings would not be covered under this legislation and would not have to be advertised.  

· The Board discussed the issue of whether electronic transcripts would be acceptable in place of mailed transcripts; and decided that since there is no technology in place at this time to prove authenticity, it will not accept electronic transcripts.  

In a similar issue, Mr. Harclerode asked Ms. Edwards to re-contact the Indiana Board, regarding it’s practice of providing “electronic” verification (only) of licensure and exams and no longer providing paper copies.  Ms. Edwards had initially sent a letter to the Indiana Board in February, but did not receive a reply.
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· The Board discussed the possibility of accepting a Biology course in lieu of a Physics or Chemistry course on the Curriculum Checklist under Basic Sciences and decided that a Biology course could be acceptable but would depend on the applicant’s degree and curriculum.        
· Ms. Edwards reported that Phase II of the IT project regarding electronic applications went into effect today.  It permits an applicant whose license has been expired for more than two years to renew on-line.  Regardless of the amount of time their licenses were lapsed, it requires all applicants to submit supporting documents to the Board, such as, a statement regarding signing and sealing documents while their licenses were lapsed, and information on whether they were continuously licensed in another State during the time their licenses were lapsed in Maryland.  

Ms. Trust said that there will also be a change in the conduct question on the on-line renewal form “have you ever had this type of license denied, suspended, or revoked by Maryland or any other State,” to include the wording “since your last renewal.”  Ms. Trust said that this would preclude the applicant from answering “yes” to this question for the same issue at every two-year renewal period once it has been initially addressed.  
Ms. Edwards said that the next IT project will include putting the original exam applications for Professional Engineers and then Land Surveyors on-line.  Ms. Edwards will meet with the IT Department people in the coming week.  

· Mr. Harclerode suggested that a record be kept of the volunteer hours spent by each Board Member of the Design Boards.  The Board discussed the purpose for keeping such a record.  Ms. Trust said that some Boards count volunteer hours toward continuing education credits.  Mr. Arndt suggested, and the Board agreed, to table this issue until a later time when the Board may determine how it can be implemented.  Ms. Perrin suggested finding out what other Commissions do within the State.  

OLD BUSINESS

· Ms. Edwards reported that the Request for Proposals for a testing contractor is presently at the Department of Budget and Management.  She also said that Ms. Linda Rhew, former Exam Coordinator and presently Administrative Officer for the Certified Public Accountants’ Board, has been assisting with the upcoming October exams.  

· The concept of the Design Boards becoming independent of the Department as, suggested by Dr. Maloy of the Land Surveyors’ Board at the last Joint Chairs meeting, was again discussed by the Board.  The Board reaffirmed it’s decision made at the last
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Board meeting that it is not in favor of this idea.  Mr. Harclerode will inform the         Joint Chairs of the Board’s decision at their next meeting in December.  




Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously 

carried that the Board is not in favor of becoming an independent Board.

· The Board discussed the possibility of eliminating the application fees for the exams and/or reduction of the license renewal fee and decided that it is in favor of eliminating the $25 application fee for the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) examination, but not in favor of reducing the license renewal fee.  Ms. Perrin suggested setting a time limit on the elimination of the application fee.  Ms. Trust said that a periodic review of the elimination of the FE application fee can be conducted.   
Motion (V) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried

that the Board is in favor of eliminating the $25 application fee for the Fundamentals of Engineering examination this year and periodically, and not in favor of reducing the license renewal fee at this time.  
· Mr. Harclerode said that regarding the Board’s intention to conduct a review of evaluation companies, Ms. Matricciani has contacted all members of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES) and is putting together a summary of pertinent information that will assist the Board in its discussion on which companies are acceptable to the Board based on a certain set of criteria.  The names of the acceptable companies will be posted on the web site.   
Ms. Trust said that she will contact Candie Robinson, Associate Executive Director of the North Dakota Board, who she had spoken with at the NCEES Annual Meeting,  and inquire about the criteria the Board used to select acceptable evaluation companies.   Ms. Robinson had advised Ms. Trust that the North Dakota Board only accepts two evaluation companies, because these companies were found to obtain  transcripts directly from the schools and not the students in the performance of evaluations.  Ms. Trust further said that she has not received replies from any of the schools that she has written to in Maryland requesting information on the names of foreign education credential evaluation services that are used by the schools and the criteria they use to select the evaluation companies.  
· Mr. Arndt referred the Board’s attention to the NCEES Model Rule Section on “Continuing Professional Competency” (CPC), copies of which were sent to the Board Members along with October’s Agenda.   Mr. Arndt recommended that the Board set up its proposed change to the Law and Regulations to add the requirement for continuing education based along the lines of the NCEES program.  He said that the two basic issues that most states wrestle with are:  what activities should be included in CPC and who should provide them.  The Board discussed these issues at   
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length.  Mr. Arndt then asked the Board Members to review the NCEES  Model Rules,  Section D specifically, and to forward their comments to him or Ms. Matricciani.  Mr. Arndt said that as the time gets closer to Legislative Session, the Board needs to decide what is required and then work out the other details later.  Mr. Harclerode said that the Board also needs to ensure that what it requires is also acceptable in neighboring states.  Mr. Harclerode requested the Board be ready to again discuss these issues at the next Board meeting.

· Ms. Edwards said that paperwork has been submitted to the Department of Budget and Management for an exemption to the hiring freeze for a new Executive Director, or in the interim, a new Director may also be appointed by the Secretary of DLLR.   
CORRESPONDENCE
· Mr. Harclerode said that he received a letter and booklet from Davy McDowell, P.E., Associate Executive Director, NCEES, dated September 2009, regarding the winners of the inaugural NCEES Engineering Award for Connecting Professional Practice and Education.  Florida A&M University-Florida State University’s Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering received the $25,000 grand prize for its submission and five other programs received awards of $7,500 each for their collaborative projects.  Mr. McDowell encouraged all Member Boards to promote this award which “gives NCEES the opportunity to recognize programs that are inspiring the next generation of professional engineers.”

· The Board reviewed a letter from William L. Karr, P.L.S., Chair, NCEES Committee on Awards, dated September 24, 2009, soliciting nominations for awards to be presented at the 2010 Annual Meeting in Denver, Colorado, on August 18.  

Mr. Farinas nominated Mr. Harclerode for a Distinguished Service Award for his years of service to the Board and NCEES.  


Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to nominate Mr. Harclerode for an NCEES Distinguished Service Award.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board.


Ted A. Abrams

37865

Anthony E. Martin

37880


Nestor A. Agbayani

37895

Eric E. Moeckl

37894


William D. Bast

37879

Robert A. Pruett

37839
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont.d.)


Wayne R. Bergstrom

37884

Mathew R. Roder

37875

Frank R. Cole


37870

Christopher J. Schmitt
37871


John S. Diedrich

37877

William R. Schooley

37867


Daryl L. Ecklund

37874

John C. Sepp


37892


Thomas S. Flickinger

37888

Joseph C. Stanfill

37878


Eric J. Helminiak

37893

Cory S. Surber


37868


David A. Lamoureux

37869

Mark A. Tajnai

37876


Matt W. Loser


37883

Mark R. Warnock

37881

Charles R. Marsden

37887

Richard W. Wiley

37872

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (VII) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:55 p.m.
__________ With Corrections                   
____X_____ Without Corrections
Signed by:   Howard C. Harclerode, P.E.
        Chairman
