MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


September 13, 2012

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Steven A. Arndt. PhD., P.E., Vice Chairman
                                    Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary




Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.



David G. Mongan, P.E.



       
Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Michael Miller, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Ruby L. Courtney, Administrative Secretary




Janet Morgan




Harry Loleas, Commissioner

Absent:     

Rosalind Yee                
CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Dr. Arndt, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the August 9, 2012 meeting as submitted. 
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 30 applications for reciprocity as follows:


Grant K. Autry

42681

Aaron K. Goller

42688


Jamare T. Bates

42682

Jagan Mohan Gudimettla
42645


Manish Bhandari

42683

James A. Howard

42606


Alan E. Briggs


42684

Karl H. Humpf

42689


John E. Cabaniss

42685

Bevin J. Keen   

42611  


David E. Fisher

42686

William D. Kuran

42690


Todd Michael Gardner
42568

Mark Richard Leonardo
42691


Richard B. Garlitz

42687

Harold M. Lopp, II

42692  
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


Karthik R. Manchala

42572

Aswini Rajagopalan

42676

Julien V. Martin

42596

Samuel Renauro

42697

Joaquim Medeiros

42693

Joseph v. Samek

42698


Raul M. Mercado

42694

Ganesh Sankar

42699


Julianne Mara O'Brien
42637

John Vincent


42659


Jennifer L. Pesch

42695

Nicholas A. Wijtenburg
42638


Ahmed L. Radwan

42696

Andrew Martin Wahl

42536
EXECUTIVE SESSION I


Motion (III) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:59 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:26 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on September 13, 2012.

            12-PE-08   Inactive.


12-PE-12   Assign to Investigator.

12-PE-13   Inactive.

12-PE-20   No response from complainant.

12-PE-21   No response from complainant.

12-PE-22   Closed.

13-PE-01   Case will be heard in Circuit Court in March 2013.

13-PE-02   Offer Consent Order and $300 fine.


13-PE-03   Offer Consent Order and $900 fine.


13-PE-04   Offer Consent Order and $1800 fine.


13-PE-05   Consent Order signed. Fine paid. Close.

13-PE-06   Assign to Investigator.


13-PE-07   Assign to Investigator.


13-PE-08   Assign to Investigator.


13-PE-09   Offer Consent Order and $300 fine.


The Complaint Committee reviewed two applications for reinstatement of license and recommends reinstatement for one and offer consent order and fine for the other.

Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Dr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – September 13, 2012

Page 3

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider applications of CenterStar Academy, Geomatics Workshops, and RMF Engineering, Inc.
The Board is requesting more information on presenters from Imbrium Systems Corp. and 3M Electronics Markets Materials Division and is requesting a more detailed course outline and more information on the presenters from Johnson Controls.
NEW BUSINESS
Report of NCEES Annual Meeting

Chairman Harclerode reported a unanimous decision was made during the 2012 NCEES annual meeting held August 22-25, 2012 in St. Louis, MO to expand computer based testing (CBT) to the PE and PS examinations.  The PE exams will be converted to CBT in 2015 at the earliest.  He also reported that NCEES member boards approved an amendment to the NCEES Model Law to require responsible charge of a licensed engineer over the engineering design of buildings, structures, products, machines, processes, and systems that can affect the public health, safety, and welfare.  This newly added requirement is subject to implementation on the state level so a task force has been appointed to study jurisdictions which have industrial exemptions.
Software Engineering

The Board discussed allowing the software engineering examination to be offered in Maryland.  Dr. Arndt explained to the Board that when failure of software presents a risk to life, health, or property, the development of the software falls under the practice of engineering and must be performed by a licensed engineer with knowledge in the area of software.  Ms. Perrin asked who would be qualified to review the exam applications.  Dr. Arndt stated that he could review the applications.  He also stated that if the Board decides to offer the exam, the Board needs to focus on educating potential applicants on the scope of practice for professional software engineering.  Chairman Harclerode stated that there are only a handful of educational institutions which offer an ABET-accredited software engineering degrees and that engineers previously took either the electrical or control systems examination to practice in this area.  Mr. Farinas stated that offering this exam will allow for reciprocity with other states.

Motion (VI) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to offer the Software Engineering examination in Maryland.
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FE Examination Applications

Chairman Harclerode stated that at the Annual Meeting there was discussion regarding processing of FE exam applications.  Some states have already contracted with NCEES to process FE applications directly.  NCEES does not review them for eligibility.  When individuals pass the exam, they apply to a state for certification and the state then reviews their qualifications.  


Chairman Harclerode stated that with the implementation of CBT, this option may become more popular among states.  In all probability applicants would choose direct registration with NCEES over the traditional process.  The Chairman was concerned that Maryland may lose candidates in the future if the Board did not change its process.  The Board decided to continue to process its own FE applications.

Structural Examination Applications


Chairman Harclerode stated that when the Board implemented the structural engineering exam, it did not establish any criteria for applicants other than the existing criteria for the professional engineers exam.   He stated that the pass rate is very low and that some states require an applicant to already be a licensed P.E. in order to take the structural exam.  Chairman Harclerode asked if the Board wants more stringent requirements.  Ms. Perrin stated that the Board had previously decided it would not require any more than any other discipline.  The Board discussed this issue and decided it would not require special structural experience to take the structural exam.  


The Board also discussed a limitation on the number of times an applicant can take the structural exam.  Ms. Edwards noted that NCEES' policy is that an applicant has to pass both parts within five years.

Motion (VII) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to accept the NCEES guidelines of a 5-year limitation to pass both parts of the Structural examination to obtain licensure in Maryland.
Examination Administration Policy regarding Number of Times Allowed to Sit


Chairman Harclerode stated that NCEES allows each state to set its own guidelines for the number of times an applicant is allowed to sit and with the implementation of CBT, an applicant can take the exam three times within a 12 month period.  Dr. Arndt suggested that the Board not change their current guidelines of allowing an applicant to take the exam three times and after the 3rd failure, wait two years before being eligible to apply as a new candidate.

Motion (VIII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to keep the policy on reexaminations.
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Retired Status and Board Service


The Board discussed allowing a member with a Retired Status license to serve on the Board.  Dr. Arndt felt that the Board should be setting an example for the registrants by all of the members holding a current license and that a retired status licensee should not sit on the Board.  

Motion (IX) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to require that all Board members maintain a current active license.
Model Law Applications for PE Exam

Chairman Harclerode asked the Board members if they would like to have the administrative staff to review PE exam applications which meet the criteria of "Model Law".  The Board members want to continue to review these applications.
Electronic Board Meetings



Chairman Harclerode discussed obtaining electronic tablets such as IPads for all members of the Professional Boards and having wi-fi to enable the Board to reduce paper usage and to allow the Board members access to other resources.  Chairman Harclerode will bring this issue up at the Joint Chairs Meeting later this afternoon.  Dr. Arndt suggested that once the Joint Chairs make a proposal on this issue, the Board can re-address this issue.  
Board Member Manuals

Chairman Harclerode stated that he would like board member manuals developed for use by current and new board members.  The manual should contain the law and regulations, various guidelines used by the Boards, and other reference materials members might wish to refer to during a board meeting.  This could be available electronically if it is decided to go that way.  

CPC Questions


Ms. Edwards asked the Board if an ethics course was required during the phase in period for continuing education.   Since the regulations are not specific on the ethics requirement during the phase in period, the Board decided an ethics course is not required until October 1, 2013.  Chairman Harclerode also asked if there is a limit to how many online courses a licensee can take and the members of the CPC committee responded that there was no limitation.
Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – September 13, 2012

Page 6

OLD BUSINESS

Update of Electronic Signatures

Chairman Harclerode requested that this issue be deferred to next month's meeting. 
Update on Staff Issues


Mr. Loleas reported that recruiting has begun for the IT position.


Legislative Update/Update on PE Work Group


Ms. Trust reported that the PE work group has come to an agreement on the language regarding the Firm Permit Bill and the draft legislation has been submitted to the Secretary's office.  The bill regarding cleanup language relating to the exam is in the Governor's office.
CORRESPONDANCE

E-Mail from Matt Butcher regarding Electronic Signatures

The Board reviewed an e-mail from Matt Butcher requesting that Professional Engineers in Maryland be allowed to use electronic signatures.  He references the technique Sitesafe which requires a physical token or key and password, which he felt was more secure than a stamp.  Chairman Harclerode stated that a response should be drafted informing Mr. Butcher that the Board is currently studying this issue.

E-Mail from Bob Paddock regarding Software Engineering  


The Board received an e-mail from Bob Paddock regarding the possibility of licensing Software Engineers in the State of Maryland.  He wanted to know if the Maryland Board allows this examination, what the requirements are and if there is any grandfathering allowances for years of practice.  Dr. Arndt stated he will draft a response to this correspondence and draft an article for the newsletter regarding this issue.
E-Mail for D. Michael McCleskey regarding Licensing Requirements

The Board received an e-mail from Mike McCleskey, who is a engineer in California specializing in consulting to engineers, architects, contractors, and owners on mechanical and electrical systems for convention centers across the country.  A Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for a project in Maryland has just been issued.  He wanted to know if a Professional Engineers' license was required since he does not prepare, sign, or seal project design documents and if there is a requirement for him to have a local representative.  Chairman Harclerode stated that if he is soliciting for the RFP, it is not Board for Professional Engineers
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necessary to have a license in Maryland, but if he is awarded the project, he must be licensed in Maryland. Chairman Harclerode will respond to this inquiry. 
Memo from NCEES regarding Computer Based Testing

The Board received a News Release from NCEES summarizing major issues that were voted on at the NCEES annual meeting.  The Board found this memo to be informational.
OTHER BUSINESS

Chairman Harclerode stated that he will prepare an article for the newsletter regarding the code of ethics and the endorsing of work experience for a PE exam applicant.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board:



David E. Alley

42678

Jason L. Massey

42664


Kurt W. Cady


42658

Adam D. Mease

42656


Paul Hector Collette

42643

Andrew P. Nichols

42649


John A. Conner

42657

Kenneth D. O'Dell                  42653  


John Paul Fatseas

42660

Tara L. Pase


42640


Kevin M. Flynn

42655

Jennifer L. Peek

42651


Steve J. Gala


42671

Daniel Rodriquez

42661


Carl S. Henson

42650

Nathan M. Schwarz

42679


Frederick G. Hougland
42667

Troy L. Smith


42662


Gia E. Huynh-Ba

42666

Walter W. Spencer, Jr.
42680


Nicholas J. Loeks

42639

James W. Stenborg

42663


Robert Carlton MacCamy
42610

A. Curtis Wilsey

42641


Antonio J. Marques

42668

Charles R. Wilson

42672


Steven K. Marshall

42670

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 13, 2012.


Jean Christian Brutus



Reid H. Perry




Robert J. Dayhoff



Michael A. Sansoni


Nicholas A. Harris



Sarah R. Stocks


Christopher E. Jones



Vivekananda Tamma


John Wesley McBride
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ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (XI) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Perrin,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:10 p.m. 

__________ With Corrections           

____x_____ Without Corrections

Signed by:
              





Howard C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman
  
   Date:  October 11, 2012
